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AST month we had a word of com- 
fort for converted priests and 
other converted Catholics who have been 
tempted and tried more than falls to the 
lot of Christians generally. The es- 
trangement of relatives and life-long 
friends and the persecution of the un- 
godly can be borne cheerfully, yea, joy- 
fully, when the heart is surrendered to 
Christ and we have personal experience 
of the pardon of sin through the Blood 
of the Lamb. 
‘*T heard the woice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto Me and rest,” 
will be more than mere words when we 
come to Him and tell Him our troubles 
and cares. In the hour of earnest fer- 
vent prayer He takes us by the hand 
and leads us to the Father who loved us 
even when we were dead in tresspasses 
and sins and now receives us for Christ’s 
sake. 

The first thing a Roman Catholic ap- 
prehends in conversion is the forgive- 
ness of sins. The Sacrifice of the Cross 
was for the pardon of sin. Jesus Christ 
came to save sinners. Where there is no 
sin, there is no need of pardon, no need 
ofa Saviour. ‘‘If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is notin us. If we say we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His 
word is notin us. But if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to for- 
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give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. (1 John 1.) This 
Catholics can understand from their 
custom of going to confession to priests. 
But when they know that Christ alone 
can cleanse them from all unrighteous- 
ness they will confess to Him, and He 
will send the Holy Ghost to enable 
them to hear joyful testimony that their 
sins are forgiven. ‘‘ The spirit beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are chil- 
dren of God.’’ Our testimony of par- 
don must be personal, like the illustra- 
tions Mr. 

sermon on 


Moody gives in 
the Atonement which we 
publish this month. Our converted 
readers will peruse that sermon with the 
most devout attention, and we hope a 
great many Roman Catholics will also 
read it. Like all American citizens they 
respect Moody. Let them read his ser- 
mon and turn to the Saviour whom he 
exalts, and they will be blessed indeed. 


his great 





Converts From Rome. 


Last month we referred to the recep- 
tion of a large number of Roman Catho- 
lics into Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
New York, of which Rev James 
Chambers is pastor. All the denomina- 
tions are receiving converted Catholics 
into their membership. A correspond- 
ent sent us a brief report of the work of 
the Baptist Church at West Boylston, 
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Mass., of which Rey. A. C. 
pastor, which shows that seventeen per- 


Hussey is 


sons have been recently received by him 
into the church, and six of this number 
are converts from the Roman Church. 
Wherever a kindly feeling is mani- 
fested for the spiritual welfare of the 
Roman Catholics, many of them will be 
led by the spirit of God to think serious- 
ly on their condition, and honest,earnest 
thought on this subject will be rewarded 
by deliverance from superstition and the 
entrance of the light of truth into their 
minds. Pastors who receive converted 
Catholics into their will do 
good in many ways by giving such facts 
publicity. 


churches 


The knowledge of the in- 
gathering of souls in the kingdom of 
Christ will make glad the hearts of all 
Christians, and intelligent Roman Ca- 
tholics will be induced to follow the 
good example set them by their brave 
co religionists who have been led by the 
Holy Spirit to confess Christ before men 
and unite in fellowship with the people 
of God who worship Him in spirit and 
in truth. 





Preaching in Vacation. 


An opportunity of meeting some dear 
friends of long standing and of making 
some new ones was afforded us when we 
accepted the invitation to preach in the 
Congregational Church, Storrs, Conn., 
Sunday August 19. The State Agri- 
cultural College at Storrs, which has 
one hundred students, affords a fine field 
for missionary work to interest the bright 
young people in the conversion of the 
Roman Catholics and opposition to the 
Roman Church, which would not allow 
colleges or schools for any State if it had 
supreme power, unless obedience to the 
Pope rather than to God and the Con- 
stitution were first inculcated. Our re- 
ception at Storrs was so kind that we 
want to repeat our visit and address the 
students when they are all assembled 
later in the year. 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


The same day we also preached in the 
Mansfield Baptist Church, where we 
met an old friend in Pastor Smith, who 
used to attend the Reformed Catholic 
Services in Masonic Temple, New York, 
years ago when he was in business in 
the city. 

After driving eight miles to Williman- 
tic we preached in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of that city, where we met 
some converted Catholics. One young 
lady who had been recently converted 
could not restrain the expression of her 
joy that her parents had been reconciled 
to the happy change that had come in 
her life. The friends who led her to 
Christ were very happy in this girl’s 
happy experience. 


Peter and Jupiter. 


A number of Brooklyn Roman Catho- 
lics visited Rome during the summer on 
a ‘‘pilgrimage’’ to see the Pope. Doubt- 
less they kissed the famous statue of St. 
Peter after the manner of former pil- 
grims, whose osculatory devotions have 
worn away the feet of the statue. This 
stone image was originally a statue of 
Jupiter which was discovered in the 
ruins of aPagantemple. A ‘‘ pilgrim’’ 
who expressed the opinion that Jupiter 
had a prior claim to the statue was asked 
why he kissed it. ‘‘I like to have 
friends everywhere,’’ said he. ‘‘If it 
was a statue of Jupiter the reverence I 
pay it can do no harm, and may do 
good ; ifit isa statue of Peter he will 
remember this act when I appear at his 
gate.’’ The Brooklyn *‘ pilgrims’’ were 
chaperoned by Father Porcile, the ex- 
Father of Mercy of the Church on West 
Twenty-third street, New York, and the 
Pope was richer by several thousand 
dollars after their visit. It isa rule of 
the Vatican that ‘‘ pilgrims’’ will not 
be received by the Pope unless they 
bear a large offering to ‘‘Peter’s pence,”’ 
and the fervor of the reception accords 
with the amount of the offering. 








Quoting (?) «« The Converted Catholic.” 

The of Father Lambert's 
Conversion ’’ that appeared in the April 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC has been repub- 
lished in pamphlet form by the Protes- 
tant Truth Society of London, England, 
without any acknowledgment of the 
original publication. We are glad that 
such good news should be spread broad- 
cast in England, but if the readers of the 
pamphlet were told that it had been first 
published in THE ConverTED CATHO- 
LI¢ many of them might like to know 
more of the conversions of priests that 
appear in its pages every month. 

A highly esteemed Boston patriotic 
contemporary, in its issue of August 
4, published an article with the title, 
‘“ Remarkable Miracles’? which ap- 
peared under the heading, ‘‘ Miracles of 
a Roman Catholic Saint ’’ in THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for March 1892. 
It was adding insult to injury in this 
case that the name of a bogus priest was 
given as the author. ‘The article was a 
good one, and our Boston friend, whom 
we esteem very highly, is welcome to it. 
But his office cat is not always discrim- 
inating. 


‘** Story 


” 


Converted Catholic Boys in Mt. 
Hermon School. 

Besides the great Seminary that Mr. 
Moody has estabiished at Northfield for 
the Christian education of young women, 
there is also a school for young men at 
Mount Hermon, miles distant 
from Northfield. under his direction. 
The establishment of these schools has 
been one of the great works of this re- 
markable man. 

Several converted Catholic boys have 
been admitted to Mount Hermon and all 
have profited by the education they have 
received there. The first young man 
we sent there, William Waldron, is now 
in his fourth year of study, and it is a 
great pleasure to learn that he ranks 
among the best boys in the school. 


a few 
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This year we have the privilege 
of sending another converted Catholic 
young man, Miles Fitzgerald, to Mount 
Hermon, and we expect he will do 
equally well. Young Fitzgerald came to 
Christ's Mission in May last, and after 
giving evidence of trne conversion we 
took him to Northfield, where the desire 
of his heart to obtain a Christian educa- 
tion was gratified. 
Christian worker among 
Catholic brethren, and we greatly need 
such As the sum of one 
hundred dollars is required for each boy 
in the school, we hope thee friends who 
sympathize with this branch of our work 
wili help us to meet that expense. 


He hopes to be a 
his Roman 


workers. 


WORK OF CHRIST’S MISSION. 
[London Protestant Observer, August S94. ] 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, pub- 

lished at 142 West Twenty-first st., New 
York, contains the following notice re- 
lating to the Protestant work among the 
priests of Rome conducted by the Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, himselfa converted 
priest : ‘‘ No Roman Catholic priest who 
applies at Christ's Mission for advice, 
help and protection is ever turned away 
from its doors. A home and a welcome 
and good friends await every priest who 
desires to leave the Roman Church and 
learn a new and better way of life.’’ I 
wish there was some institution which 
could say the same thing here in Eng- 
land, but unfortunately no such institu- 
tion exists. The omission is a very 
serious one, and the sooner the want is 
supplied the better it will be. We do 
not want to bribe priests to leave Popery, 
but when they leave Rome they ought 
not to be allowed to starve. Perhaps 
God may, in answer to prayer, raise up 
some of our readers to undertake this 
much needed work. Pastor O'Connor 
of New York deserves great credit for 
the noble work he is doing, and it is 
most pleasing to add that his efforts have 
been successful. 
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CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ALSO. 





3 HE following is the letter of the 
former ‘‘ Christian Brother’’ 
referred to in the August CONVERTED 
CATHOLC in connection with the recep- 
tion into Christ's Mission of members of 
his order and other monks who desire to 
leave the Roman Catholic Church : 
DEAR FATHER O'CONNOR : 
I was greatly encouraged to read in 
the last CONVERTED CATHOLIC of 
Father Sylvester Harrington’s bold 
stand. Were it not for you his step 
would have been impossible. But 
why not extend the same welcome to 
Christian Brothers, Brothers of Mary, 
etc. You know that there are many of 
those Brothers who would most gladly 
step out at once and finally were they 
not afraid of the probabilities of ill-suc- 
cess. I became a Christian Brother mor- 
ally against my will some sixteen years 


ago. I never was happy. 


devoted 


My mother 
Presbyterian. Father 
being Irish, etc., was naturally a Ro- 
manist. 


was a 


I left the Brothers a few years 
since for many reasons. (1) I do not, 
never did, consent to or believe in any 
of their tomfoolery relative to the vows, 
though I was coward enough to hang on 
during the above period. (2) Their pre- 
tended Christianity disgusted me. I 
first learned in college from a Christian 
Brother what unnatural crimes were. I 
saw the same, and can prove what I say. 
Among the Brothers,and during retreats, 
these same practices were carried on. 
Now, Father O’Connor, I sug- 
gest that if you could arrange some way 
by which you could meet a few of the 
Christian Brothers you would do a 
world of good. You: re aware that they 
can send o1 receive no letter, meet no 
friend, visit no person, no matter how 
near the relative, without the consent 
of the superiors. The 
vious. 


reason is ob- 


They have to-day a novitiate 
at Amawalk, N. Y., where scores of 


boys are being prepared for the same 
life I led. Their poor deluded hard-work- 
ing Irish parents are wheedled into the 
belief that their sons receive a passport to 
heaven with the reception of the habit, 
and they are only too glad to let them go. 

What is the Roman Church to-day, 
but a huge Monte Carlo, the Most 
Rev. Corrigan of New York being 
‘‘erand secretary ’’ for America. I do 
not believe in invective for argument’s 
sake, even though the subject at stake 
be spiritually most important. I believe 
in strong measures when necessary, and 
I think that they are necessary in the 
present case. In THE CONVERTED 
CarHo.ic,which I have read during the 
past three years, you have never offered 
the hand of fellowship to the Christian 
Brothers. Do they not force vocations 
to the sacred priesthood? According 
to their own theory, everyone is called 
to religion, and then follows a life of 
slavery compared to which that of the 
negro slaves was freedom. Could there 
not be a few of THE CONVERTED Ca- 
THOLICS introduced into Fifty-ninth 
street and Fifth avenue, Manhattan 
College, and Second street and Second 
avenue. Iam certain they would do 
great good. I have taught in all of 
these schools. I know the Brothers 
well, and many of them would accept 
Christ alone as their Saviour if the 
Gospel were preached to them. 

My superior for seven years, Brother 
Alpheus of Mary, P. Coffey, whose sis- 
ter is superioress in St. James’ Convent, 
James street, your city, left two years 
ago and is now happily married and 
doing well. Could you meet him, 
I am sure that he would materi- 
ally aid youin a real revival among 
those poor benighted followere of De la 
Salle. Did not Dr. McGlynn speak 
truly when he said that even within the 
shadow of the Archbishop’s palace peo- 

















ple were bartering away their immortal 
souls trylng to keep body and soul to- 
gether. Christ came to save, and He 
fed the multitude, and He healed the 
sick. But His duly ‘‘ authorized repre- 
sentatives ’’ must perforce go to Erin or 
the Bahamas,etc. ,during the heated term 
with the money wrung from poor old 
women and deluded and too often be- 
trayed servant girls. Let a poor hungry 
and miserable tramp, with nothing but 
rags and dirt as the frame to the im- 
mortal soul created to the image and 
likeness of the God who made him, go to 
any of the dignitaries to ask to be up- 
lifted and he would be told to go to 
confession, pray to the Virgin and 
saints, and then good-bye. 

Mr. O’Connor, for their souls’ sake 
you ought to try and aid the Brothers. 
They are not the most intelligent people 
in the world, simply because what little 
intellect they have is dwarfed and dis- 
torted by the master of novices. I went 
to the Brothers when young, and made 
my novitiate near the New York Ca- 
tholic Protectory in Westchester. I was 
taught that our dear God who loves us, 
died for us, and who every day keeps 
guard over us, was a_ stern, relentless 
tyrant, who was only watching for a 
chance to catch I read Father 
Faber’s works and was charmed, but 
nice sentences and gloomy pictures com- 
bined with the impossibilities do not 
make heaven on earth. When doubts 
came I went to my superiors and was 
told that practically only those ‘‘in relig- 
ion’’ would be saved, and consequently I 
stuck it out. I leftyunhappy; I am now 
happy, helping others and earning my 
bread by the sweat of my brow, which I 
never didas a Brother. I am married, 
work hard, and feel that life is worth 
living. When I was stationed in St. 
Bridget’s church with Dr. McSweeney, 
I was often sent from De la Salle In- 
stitute, Second streetand Second avenue, 
of a Sunday evening to carry a message 


us. 
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to Manhattan College, and every time I 
went to your Services in Masonic Tem- 
ple on the way, I always confessed it, 
and on one occasion had to go to Arch- 
bishop Corrigan for absolution. | Now 
Iam free and only wish that I could 


send you something to aid you to form 
a nucleus of a fund for some poor 
Christian Brother. C. E. D, 


[The substance of our reply to this let- 
ter was contained in the editorial note 
last month, that we had received many 
Christian Brothers and members of 
other religious orders into Christ’s Mis- 
sion and cared for them and instructed 
them in the way of the Lord until they 
became strong in the faith of Christ and 
learned to look to Him and trust Him 
as their Saviour and Friend. All those 
who came to the Mission were received 
with open arms, and good situations, 
such as they could fill, were provided 
for them. Our correspondent must 
have missed the issues of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC that contained refer- 
ence to these monks. We hope to re- 
ceive many more of these Brothers into 
Christ’s Mission. All who come will 
receive a hearty welcome. 

Even while writing this a letter comes 
to us from a member of the Franciscan 
Order, dated Aug. 27, in which he says : 

‘**T wish to inform you that I am dis- 
gusted with Roman Catholicism, and I 
want you to bea friend to me in this 
hour of trial, as I shall lose every friend 
I ever had in taking the serious step of 
withdrawing from the Roman Church 
and forever leaving the Franciscan Or- 
der. I send you testimonials that vouch 
forme. The letter from Father——, in 
whose school I taught, shows that I was 
a good teacher and an exemplary 
Brother in the Order. Please receive 
me into your Mission Home and do what 
you can for me."’ 

We have written to this brother in- 
viting him to make Christ’s Mission his 
home. 
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ah sympathetic letter from one of our 
F prominent citizens last month 
contained the following : 

‘* Your CONVERTED CATHOLIC speaks 
of conversions to various persuasions. 
Though a member and vestryman in a 
Protestant Episcopal Church, I am not 
particular as to the ‘ persuasion’ they 
join, as long as it is a Christian persua- 
sion. We have 


Presbyterians and 


Congregationalists, 

Dutch Reformed in 
our own family.’’ 

Thus it will be with the Catholics also 
when they are converted from Roman- 
ism. Freed from the superstitions of 
their early training and brought into di- 
rect relationship with the Christianity 
of the Bible they will become members 
of the various organized churches and 
worship God in spirit and in truth like 
other American Christians. The 
of our work is to break the bonds of 
spiritual slavery that bind them to a hu- 
man priesthood and lead them to a 
knowledge of the Great High Priest, the 
only Mediator, the only Being who has 
power to forgive them their sins, Jesus 
the Son of God. When they know Him 
as their Saviour they will have no need 
of earthly priests who have no more 
spiritual power than the humblest of 
their followers. 


aim 


PRIESTS HAVE NO POWER. 

We speak from experience in stating 
that priests have no spiritual power, for 
we had been giving absolution to all 
kinds of people for many years, and 
their sins were not forgiven, though we 
were always careful to pronounce the 
words of absolution with accuracy and 
unction; and we had been at this period 
of our life receiving absolution from our 
brother priests, and we know our sins 
were not forgiven, though they also 
pronounced ‘he words accurately. 
There is no power in man to forgive 


sins against our Creator. There never 


was such power in mortal hands, and 
there never will be. It isa divine at- 
tribute, and God will not give His glory 
to another. ‘Who can forgive sins 
but God only.”’ 
REV. J. F. M’NAMEE. 
The Chicago Standard, the excellent 
saptist paper of that city, had the 
following item among its church no- 
tices in its issue of August 23 : 

‘* Humboldt Park Church.—On Wed- 
nesday and Thursday evenings, August 
Sandg, Dr. E. A. Stone conducted a 
Bible Institute in the interest of Sunday 
school work which was full of interest 
and instruction. We expect better equip- 
ped teachers as a result of Dr. Stone's 
visit among us. The pastor, Rev. J. F. 
McNamee, whom the young people sent 
as delegate to the Toronto Convention, 
has returned after a brief visit to his old 
field in Minneapolis. He gave a most 
interesting address on a recent Sunday 
evening on ‘* Echoes from the Conven- 
tion,’’ the service being in charge of the 
Young People’s Union of the church.”’ 

Brother McNamee was one of the 
young men whom we received out of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the second 
year of our work in this cause in 1880. 
He is now one of the leading Baptist 
pastors in the Western metropolis. 

CONVERSION OF AN ITALIAN PRIEST. 

Rev. Pietro Petroni, a young priest 
of Lucca, Italy, has been recently 
received into the Italian Evangelical 
Church, which was established by the 
late Father Gavazzi and continues to 
prosper under the direction of several 
converted Italian priests. Father Pe- 
troni has given the following account of 
his conversion : 

‘*A Bible, given me by a poor sick 
man, imparted the first impulse towards 
conversien. In Buggiano, near Pescia, 
this young man was seriously ill. He 


wished to be confessed by me, the Lent 











preacher, and from a scrupple of con- 
science desired to get rid of the Bible as 
a prohibited Book, and to give it to me. 


I took it and disdainfully threw it 
among a lot of other books which I 


never read. In tidying up my study, 
and seeking for one or another book, 
this Bible somehow always came into 
my hand. I was struck by this circum- 
stance, but it did not then weigh upon 
my mind. Having to go on a journey, 
and wishing, among other serviceable 
books, to take the four Gospels translat- 
ed by Martini, I took instead and with- 
out noticing it, this Bible translated by 


Diodati. It was in this way I began to 
read it. The first words I read were 
these: ‘There is one Mediator between 


God and men, the man Christ Jesus.’ I 
thereupon ceased to recite the Roman 
Breviary. The worship of Mary was 
still in my heart, though I did not find 
‘Mother of God’ in the Bible. Other 
words which comforted me were : ‘‘ Be- 
ing justified by faith, we have peace 
with God.’ This waslike manna to my 
heart, agitated by remorse for sin. 

‘‘In reading this Bible I experienced 
joy, but did not as yet reflect deeply. A 
sermon I heardin the Italian Evangeli- 
cal Church touched me, as also the sim- 
plicity of the service and the sweet mel- 
ody of the hymns. I thought myself 
already converted. In the absence of 
Cav. Fera, on a visit to the churches, I 
went to Signor Lenzi, who gave me a 
book on the Virgin Mary. Precisely 
here, in the worship of Mary, lay the 
difficulty in che way of my conversion. 
I would willingly have found Mariola- 
try in the Bible. So I read the book 
eagerly and with profound sadness, and 
fell asleep. In my dreams I saw noth- 
ing but demons. I seemed like one 
possessed. Hell appeared to be before 
me if I abandoned Mary. Reflection 
and further knowledge of the Bible 
helped me to overcome this difficulty, 
but the help of God was still wanting. 
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I proposed always to read the Bible and 
to go and hear the Gospel, but in plain 
clothes and by night, like Nicodemus. 
My heart was not yet changed! What 
brought spiritual life into my soul was 
the reading of the Psalms, and I was 
forced out of Babylon by the Words of 
Christ, ‘Come unto Me!’ ‘Abide in Me!’ 

‘* Little by little, through praying to 
Christ, there sprang up a repugnance to 
pray to Mary. Meditating on the love 
of Christ I felt the love for Mary dimin- 
ish. At last I resolved, under the 
compulsion of the words, ‘Come out of 
her, and be not partaker of her sins,’ 
and became convinced that I could no 
longer remain a Papist. Out I came, 
and laid aside my Church robes, and 
found occupation with good Christian 
people. With them I witnessed a good 
confession, but, wishful to enter the 
Christian ministry, I asked and obtained 
the favor of joining the Italian Evan- 
gelical Church, where first my heart op- 
ened to Gospel truth. My mother left 
me, but before doing so wished to sew 
ever so many pictures of Mary to my 
various articles of dress and place them 
above the beds of the house. She never 
ceases to implore me to return to the 
Roman Church,and urges as a principal 
means that I wear a medal of Mary 
around my neck. I hope the Lord who 
has converted me will enable me to over- 
come every obstacle and to convert my 
dear mother.’’ 
“THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN 

CATHOLICS.” 

A USEFUL MANUAL ON ROMANISM. 

This new book by the Editor of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC will be valuable 
to everyone who is interested in any of 
the many phases of Romanism. Scarce- 
ly a day passes but some inquiries are 
made at this office or received by mail 
relating to the Church of Rome, its 
doctrines, ceremonies, bishops, priests, 
nuns, ete. All these are answered in 
this volume. It will be sent to our 
subscribers for $1.00, if ordered now. 
To the general public the price is $1.50. 
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Father Lambert in ew England 

For the last two months Father 
Lambert has been preaching in French 
and English in New England. In July 
he preached very acceptably in French 
to Rev. Mr. Dorion’s congregation in 
Manchester, N. H. Mr. 
converted Catholic, a member of the 
New Hampshire Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, a success- 
ful worker among the French Canadians. 
Father Lambert’s work among the 
French will be productive of much good. 
He was a favorite missionary among 
them up to last March, when he re- 
nounced the priesthood and withdrew 
from the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Boston American Citizen recently 
had the following notice of Father 
Lambert's visit to that city : 

‘*Ex-priest Lambert was in Boston last 
week, and all who met him were most 
favorably impressed. 


Dorion is a 


It is less than a 
year since he was superior of the mis- 
sion in the large Roman Catholic 
Church in Roxbury, and he also con- 
ducted missions in St. Stephen’s Church, 
Hanover street, and in South Boston. In 
a recent sermon Father Lambert said : 

‘ Let me bring the Roman Church 
before the bar of Reason, Askany Ro- 
mam Catholic for the foundation of any 
article of his faith, and the best answer 
he can give is ‘ The priest says so,’ as 
if Father John were God himself. The 
Church of Rome is an unreasouable 
Church. All she exacts is blind obedi- 
Obey her and you area saint. 
Disobey her and you are a vagabond. 
When a Catholic priest abuses Protest- 
antism I never saw 


ence. 


a Protestant raise 
his hand against him to thrash him, but 
as soon as a Protestant attempts to speak 
his mind concerning Romanism all the 
hounds areafter him if he falls into the 
clutches of the Church of Rome. But I 
do not fearthem. If any Roman Ca- 
tholic puts his hands on me, I can show 


him that before being a priest, Lambert 
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was a ollie and has not fieigitiamn the 
use of his fists and arms. 

‘*“If, as they say,Jesus Christ is pres- 
ent in that wafer, why do they not be- 
have better in God's presence? And 
why in so many cases is the priest fitted 
out with a palace while Jesus Christ is 
left in a miserable shanty—a little worn- 
out frame church? In Connecticut, 
when I preached to the Mercyite Sisters, 
one of the former pastors of the church 
was so drunk that he fell flatand had to 
be carried away. My Catholic people, 
how you are being deceived ! I pity you. 

‘* “Take the Roman Church before the 
bar of history. Open books written by 
Roman Catholic authors who had the 
courage to tell the truth, show the ter- 
rible lives led by the so-called vicars of 
Christ. We might naturally say if 
Christ chose those popes he was awfully 
unlucky ; but we cannot say thac, for 
we know that He had nothing at all to 
do with the choice of popes. History 
shows the Roman Church to be deserv- 
ing of the name Murderess of Souls. 
The Roman Church slanders Luther be- 
cause he got married. That was alto- 
gether his own business. It would bea 
blessing to if Roman priests 
would follow his example. I know 
some priests who are living like Turkish 
pachas. I have told some of them to go 
and join the Mormons.’ ”’ 


society 





Catholic Immigration. 

When we think of the large immigra- 
tion that has been steadily flowing into 
this country since 1870, it will be sur- 
prising to read the figures of the eleventh 
census, which gives the number of Ro- 
man Catholics in the United States as 
6,228,579. It now comes to light that 
they are about 9,000,000 Polish Catho- 
lics in the United States not included in 
the census. Matters of this kind should 
not be surpressed or overlooked, as the 


case may be, because it defeats the pur- 


pve 


pose of the census. 














THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


PAGANISM ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN—PETER’S CHAINS. 
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BY REV. JAMES M. GRAY, BOSTON, MASS. 


66 [T.J IS Holiness’’ has recently 

promulgated an Encyclical 
on the importance of educating the 
masses, but if we remember correctly 
the masses referred to in 
Brazil. The purpose of this article is to 
call his attention to the darkness of the 
masses, especially those of his own 
Church,on the shore of Lake Champlain 
in our own beloved New England— 
New England the bright and particular 
star in the intellectual firmament of the 
Western hemisphere. 

Very recently an ‘‘ imposing ’’ cere- 
mony occurred in that region, in the 
city of Burlington indeed, which was 
reported in one of the Boston dailies 
with the following flourish : 

‘THE CHAINS OF ST. PETER. 
THEIR TRANSLATION A GRAND EVENT 

IN BURLINGTON. 


were those 





Large and Distinguished Gatherings of Catholics 
in St Mary’s Cathedral—Eloquent Sermon 
Preached by Bishop Bradley—Order of the 
Services and Procession. 

‘* BURLINGTON, VT., Aug. 5, 1894.— 
The grandest occasion in the history of 
the Catholic Church of Vermont was 
celebrated to-day, when the solemn 
translation of the chains of St. Peter,the 
Apostle, took place in St. Mary’s Ca- 
thedral. 

‘* These relics consist of a link of the 
chain which bound the Apostle, and a 
fac-simile of the whole chain, both of 
which were brought from Rome by 
Bishop De Goesbriand of the Burling- 
ton diocese. 

‘“The services opened this morning with 
pontifical high mass, celebrated by 
Archbishop Corrigan of New York. 
Great audiences were in attendance. 
Several of the most prominent Catholics 
in the United States were present and 
participated, including Archbishops 
Williams of Boston, Fabre of Montreal 


and Duhamel of Ottawa ; Bishops Brad- 
ley of Manchester, N. H., Tierney of 
Hartford, Conn., Gabriels of Ogdens- 
burg, N. Y., Burke of Albany, Laroque 
of Sherbrooke and Descelles of St. Hya- 
cinthe, P. Q. Bishop Bradley preached 
the sermon and Bishop De Goesbriand 
of Burlington made an address. 

‘* The sermon wasa remarkable pro- 
duction from a historic and ethical point 
of view, not to speak of its profound 
spirituality, and our readers will not be 
denied the pleasure and profit of its con- 
sideration. But first they should be in- 
formed that at its conclusion, or rather 
between the hours of three and four- 
thirty in the afternoon, the holy relics 
were offered to the veneration of the 
faithful, hundreds kneeling at the altar 
and kissing them ; while at five o’clock 
the procession of dignitaries was re- 
formed and marched again to the Cathe- 
dral the Most Rev. Archbishop Fabre 
carrying a_ reliquary 
sacred link. 
ary the relics were placed in the sacred 
altar by Bishops De Goesbriand and 
Michaud. 

‘* Rev. Thomas Lynch, V. G., then 
read the act of consecration to St. Peter, 
bringing to a close ‘ the most 7mposing 
ceremony ever held in the diocese of 
Burlington.’ ’ 

So reads the report, and so we believe 
implicitly. Greater impositions have 
been perpetrated in other dioceses, and 
in other States and in other parts of the 
world, we have no doubt, but the diocese 
of Burlington has never been so imposed 
upon within our recollection or knowl- 
edge, nor had we supposed that the 
Green Mountain State, although for- 
saken of so 


containing the 
After entering the sanctu- 


many of her sturdy sons, 
had yet grown so senile as to admit of it. 

But to the sermon of the eloquent and 
learned bishop of whom the faithful ix 
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Manchester, N. H., honored by his resi- 
dence, may be justly proud. 

‘“ We are here to-day,’’ he exclaimed, 
‘‘ at the invitation of your venerable and 
venerated bishop, for the purpose of 
participating in the ceremony of the en- 
shrining of a most precious relic, a link 
from the chain of St. Peter.’’ 

The chain of St. Peter is then des- 
cribed as that with which the Apostle 
was bound and held captive for the faith 
in the Mamertine Rome. 
Their venerable ordinary, during a re- 
cent visit to the Eternal City, through 
the gracious 


prison at 


permission and kindly 
courtesy of the supreme pontiff, had 
secured for his diocese a link of this 
precious chain. They had thus been 
favored as no other individual or locality 
in this Western hemisphere had been 
favored, since no portion of this chain 
had ever found its way to the American 
continent before. 


Its possession was 


valued, base metal as it was, beyond 
treasures of gold and silver, and precious 
and richly ornamented shrines were pre- 
pared for its reception. 

The mention of the condescending 
courtesy of Pope Leo XIII., called to 
mind who he was. ‘* the last 
link forged to that long chain of Popes 


He was 


which extends itself over the ages until 
and that first 
link is Peter, the first Pope, and that 
first link, Peter, was forged by the mas- 
ter forger, Jesus Christ.”’ 

The mention of Peter brings out the 


the first link is reached, 


fact somewhat astonishing to Vermont 
ears, that he was ‘‘ manifestly another 
Christ, inasmuch as he is Christ's duly 
appointed ‘* Indeed,’’ 
this holy, truthful and 
Peter entered upon the discharge of his 
duties as vicar of Christ, immediately 


vicar.’’ says 


safe guide, ‘‘ as 


after the ascension of his master, and as 
the other apostles and the faithful ack- 
nowledged Peter's jurisdiction, so, too, 
after Peter's death his successors in the 
see of Rome entered at once upon the 








THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


discharge Of their duties as vicars of 
Christ ; and as Peter’s jurisdiction was 
acknowledged by the apostles and faith- 
ful, so the jurisdiction of the bishops of 
Rome has been acknowledged by pastors 
and people.’’ 

What shall we say to this tissue of 
misrepresentations and this attempt to 
foster and encourage an idolatrous wor- 
ship on the shores of Lake Champlain ? 
What do educated and intelligent Ro- 
man Catholics think of it? Does their 
instruction in the free common schools 
of America teach them no better than 
this? Are they willing to endorse such 
puerility, superstition and guile on the 
part of the most distinguished represena- 
tives of their Church? This may do 
very well to hold in control the ignorant 
foreign element employed in the factor- 
ies of New England, but can it produce 
any other feeling than disgust in the 
minds of those who are able to read and 
think for themselves ? 

Where, for example, is there any his- 
toric evidence that Peter ever 
Rome, or that he was the first bishop of 
the Church in that place? or that he was 
incarcerated in the Mamertine prison ? 
or that his chain has been preserved ? or 
that the bishops of the Church of Rome 
have descended in tactual succession 
from his time? or that his ‘‘ jurisdic- 
tion ’’ 


visited 


was ever acknowledged by the 
apostles and the faithful ? 
it were all true, what shall be said of 


And suppose 


offering this piece of iron and commend- 
ing it to the adoring homage of men 
created in the image of God? Is there 
anything in the New Testament, any- 
thing in the career and teachings of Peter 
to countenance such idolatry as this ? 
One is out of patience with himself for 
calling attention to these things. He 
can not believe that full grown men ac- 
cept them as true, he can not believe 
that they regard them in any other light 
than that of intense revulsion or easy 
ridicule. And yet he remembers that 
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by such bold and blasphemous preten- 
sions the Papacy has ever extended its 
influence over men and nations. He re- 
members that they who receive not the 
love of the truth have been sent a strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie, 
and he trembles even as he attempts to 
draw the veil from before their eyes, or 
to pull their feet out of the net which an 
enemy hath laid privily for them. 

It is always a hazardous proceeding 
to seek to turn a Roman Catholic against 
his religion, lest the success of the at- 
tempt should land him in open infidelity. 
But it is with great tenderness of heart 
and reliance upon the Holy Ghost, that 
the writer of these lines would endeavor 
to point any of his distressed brethren of 
that faith to the blessed Saviour whom 
not having seen He loves, and intercourse 
with whom is not limited to the inter- 
cession of any priest, bishop, cardinal, 
pope or apostle, but who hath said, 
‘* Him that cometh unto Me, I will in 
no wise cast out.”’ 

We have not far to look for the cause 
of this recent stir in Roman Catholic 
circles in Vermont. Has not ‘‘ Father’’ 
Hall very lately been consecrated as 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in that State? So nearly will he 
approximate the ritual and practice of 
his communion to its Roman model that 
an advance must be made by the latter 
to avoid confusion and to retain the al- 
legiance of the faithful. ‘This link from 
the chain of St. Peter is an absolute 
necessity, not to bind these two branches 
of the Church militant together, but 
longer to keep them part. 





What the ‘‘ Breviary’’ Says. 

In the above excellent article Dr. 
Gray expresses sympathy for the Roman 
Catholics who are deceived by such im- 
positions as the chainsof St. Peter. But 
the same delusion to believe a lie is impos- 
ed upon the priests of the Roman Church. 

In the lessons of the Breviary (the 


book of prayers and legends which every 
priest is bound to read daily under 
pain of mortal sin) for August 1, the 
feast of St. Peter in Chains, quotations 
are given from the Acts of the Apostles 
(Xii.) referring to Peter's imprisonment 
by Herod and the two chains with which 
he was bound. Then in the fourth les- 
son we are told: ‘‘In the reign of the 
Emperor Theodosius the younger, when 
his wife, Eudocia, went to Jerusalem in 
fulfilment of a vow, she received many 
presents. Among other things she re- 
ceived the distinguished gift of an iron 
chain, adorned with gold and precious 
stones, which they affirmed ( a/irmabant 
—who were they ?) was the same with 
which Peter had been bound by Herod. 

‘* Eudocia having piously venerated 
the chain, sentit to her daughter Eu- 
doxia at Rome, who carried it to the 
Supreme Pontiff ; and he in turn showed 
her another chain with which the same 
Apostle had been bound under Nero.”’ 

Lesson five: ‘‘ Then when the Pontiff 
had brought the Roman chain near that 
which had come from Jerusalem, it came 
to pass that they got so entangled togeth- 
er that they seemed to be not two, but one 
chain wrought by the same workman. 
From this miracle so great honor began 
to be paid to these holy chains that for 
this reason a church under the name of 
St. Peter in Chains,with the title of Eu- 
doxia, was dedicated in the Esquiline, 
and a feast day appointed for the first of 
August in memory of the same.’’ 

Lesson sixth: ‘‘ From that time forth 
the honor or worship (/oxos), which on 
that day used to be given to the profane 
solemnities of the Gentiles, began to be 
paid to the chains of St. Peter, the 
touch of which healed the sick and drove 
out devils. For instance, in the year 
969 a certain Count who was possessed of 
an unclean spirit, was cured by a touch 
of the chain, and since then the religion 
of the holy chains (veligio sanctorum 
vinculorum) was propagated. 
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Chicago Methodists and Satolli. 
[From the Normal Park Methodist, Chicago, III, 
August, 1894, Rev. Jonn Lee, Editor. ] 

Mgr. Satolli isa very busy man. A 
communication from such a man must 
of necessity be brief. The Editor of the 
Normal Park Methodist received a letter 
from the Apostolic Delegate a few days 
ago. The circumstances that led to the 
correspondence are these: April 2, 
1894, important action was taken by the 
Chicago Methodist Ministers’ Meeting 
concerning religious liberty in South 
America. This action the great Pres- 
byterian paper of the Northwest, 7he 
Interior, pronounced ‘‘a_ stroke of ec- 
clesiastical statesmanship.’’ It was 
deemed wise to invite the Pope’s atten- 
tion to the fact that his ‘‘ Protestant 
brethren in the republics of Peru, Ecu- 
ador and Bolivia labor under oppressive 
disabilities,’’ and to respectfully and 
earnestly request him to secure for these 
Protestants ‘‘the same liberty of con- 
science that is enjoyed by Roman Ca- 
tholic citizens of this country.’’ Two 
letters were written Archbishop Ireland 
by members of the committee, each one 
containing a stamped envelope addressed 
to the writer, asking him if he would 
have the goodness to bring this action to 
the notice of Mgr. Satolli. To neither 
one of these letters did the Archbishop 
see fit to reply. 

The Editor, being a member of the 
committee of the Ministers’ Meeting, ad- 
dressed a letter to Mgr. Satolli asking 
him if he would be kind enough to give 
a reply to the following questions : 

1. Has Archbishop Ireland invited 
your attention to the action of the Chic- 
ago Methodist Ministers’ Meeting of 
April 2, 1894? 

2. Will you ‘‘ ix the most effective 
manner’ bring the request, a copy of 
which I enclose in this letter, to the 
notice of Pope Leo XIII. ? 

3. If so, when ? 

Though this letter, like the former 


ones, contained a stamped envelope ad- 
dressed to the writer, yet no reply came. 
Three weeks later a registered letter was 
sent to the Apostolic Delegate, signed 
by all the members of the committee, 
repeating the same questions. This let- 
ler contained an envelope with stamps on 
it sufficient for registration. The Mgr. 
was asked in this second communication 
if he would have ‘‘ the goodness to give 
a direct answer to the questions found in 
the first letter.’’ 

The following is Mgr. Satolli’s reply : 

WASHINGTON, July 31, 1894. 
Mr. JOHN LEE, M. A., B. D. 

DEAR Sir :—Your letter of June 22d 
and document dated July 12th came du- 
ly to hand. The enclosed copy of the 
Encyclical Letter of our Holy Father is, 
I think, the most fitting reply I can 
make. Yours very sincerely in Christ, 

FRANCIS ARCHB. SATOLLI. 
Dele. Apostol. 

The reader can decide for himself how 
much of ‘‘a direct answer ’’ there is in 
the above letter to the questions that 
were respectfully addressed to the 
Apostolic Belegate of Leo XIII. 


Chaplain McCabe’s Excellent 


Advice. 
Rev. John Lee, A. M., B. D., in the Normal Park 
Methodist. Chicago, IIl., July, 1894. 

We invite the earnest attention of all 
our readers to Chaplain McCabe's noble 
words in the June number of the World 
Wide Missions concerning THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, a magazine edited 
and published by Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, New York. The Chaplain says: 

‘+ We commend this magazine to all the readers 
of the World Wide Missions. Send for a specimen 
copy. Get up a little club in your church. Cheer 
this noble man in his great work by a small ava 
lanche of new subscriptions.” 

We strongly endorse the Chaplain’s 
words. We unhesitatingly pronounce 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC the best 
periodical published in the English lan- 
guage in America concerning the many 
phases of Rome, religious and political. 
For accuracy of statement, purity of con- 
tents, a Christ-like spirit that ever per- 
vades its pages, it is unsurpassed. May 
the rich blessing of God rest on THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC and its Editor. 
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+ MONTHLY RECORD OF ROMAN CATHOLIC EVENTS. 5 


ISHOP Louis de Goesbriand, of 
Burlington, Vermont, has just 
written a handbook for the use of Ro- 
man Catholic priests in the United States. 
It has been published in both French 
and English by Fr. Pustet & Co., of 
this city, ‘‘ Printers to the Holy Apos- 
tolic See and the Congregation of Rites.’’ 
It has been so often asserted and also 
so often denied that in the case of a mar- 
riage between a Protestant and Roman 
Catholic the former is compelled to 
sign an agreement covering the chief 
duties of the married life, that we believe 
our readers will be interested in perusing 
that document such as found on page 
196 of the above J/anuel du Pretre, etc. 
‘* Formula of promise to be signed, in 
duplicate, by the non-Catholic party of 
a mixed marriage. 

‘*T, the undersigned, not a mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church, 
wishing to contract marriage with 
a member of the Roman Catholic Church, 
purpose to do so with the understanding 
that the marriage bond thus contracted 
is indissoluble, except by death ; and I 
promise——shall be permitted the free 
exercise of religion according to the 
Roman Catholic faith, and that all chil- 
dren, of either sex, born or this mar- 
riage, shall be baptized and educated in 
the faith and according to the teachings 
of the Roman Catholic Church, even if 
should happen to be taken away by 
death. I furthermore promise that no 
other marriage ceremony than that to 
be performed by the Catholic shall take 
place. 

‘* Signed in presence of the Reverend 
priest, at this day of 
18—. 























WITNESSES. 


‘* N. B.—One copy to be sent to the 
bishop's palace, the other to be kept in 
the archives of the parish.”’ 


It would be timely to ascertain whether 
such a contract is legal or not, and 
whether it does not conflict with liberty 
of conscience as guaranteed by American 
laws. 


A recent press dispatch reads as fol- 
lows : 

‘*QuEBEc, Aug. 8.—Protestant mis- 
sion houses have been wrecked in the 
different parts of the city by a howling 
body of rioters, and the police here could 
not, or would not, make a single arrest, 
The Sunday night mob was altogether 
French-Canadian. The Irish Catholics 
held aloof. It was a cowardly mob. It 
did not start out to fight fighting men, 
but to attack women and missionaries. 
The rioters were doubtless inflamed by 
the utterances of LZ’ Flecteur, a French 
newspaper here, which described a Bap- 
tist mission house in the French-Cana- 
dian suburbs of St. Roch’s as a Salvation 
Army barracks.”’ 

Commenting on the above the Cleve- 
land Catholic Universe of August 11, 
says : 

‘‘A report from Quebec represents 
that certain Protestant mission houses 
in that town were stoned the other night 
by a ‘Catholic mob.’ We have no 
means of knowing what are the true 
facts in the case, but if the report be 
truthful, the violence, whether perpe- 
trated by a Catholic mob, or any sort of 
a mob, cannot be too strongly rephend- 
ed. There can be no excuse for such 
outbreaks.”’ 

This is another instance where 
tions speak louder than words. 


*“ ace 

The Satolli-Watterson liquor decision 
recalls the very well-known fact that the 
Roman Catholic Church may be said to 
be the ‘‘Church of the rum sellers.’’ 
Father Walter Elliott, the New York 


Paulist, who wants to make ‘‘ America 
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Catholic,’’ wrote in the Catholic World 
for September, 1890, a thrilling essay 
on ‘‘ The Church and Temperance.”’ 
He said: ‘‘Is the Church in America 
seriously injured by intemperance ? To 
answer this question intelligently we 
must call up sufficient courage to face 
indisputed facts. 

the horrible truth. 


Now comes 
In all the cities of 
the Union a large proportion of these 
wretches are Catholics. 
a great weakness ; 


To deny thisis 
it is folly to try to 
conceal it. In many cities, big 


and little, we have something like a 
monopoly of the business of selling liquor, 
and in not a few something equivalent to 
a monopoly of getting drunk. Scarcely 
a Catholic family but mourns one or 


other of its members as its victim.’’ 


Father Elliott says again in the same 
article: ‘‘The Catholic Church in 
America is grievously injured by drunk- 
enness. Yet who will say that the sacra- 
ments have not been duly administered, 
che Word of God—on the routine lines, 
at any rate—faithfully preached right in 
the very communities referred to? Yet 
from Catholic domiciles—miscalled 
homes—in those cities and towns three- 
fourths of the public paupers creep an- 
nually to the almshouses, and more than 
half the criminals marched away by the 
police to prison are by baptism and 
training members of our Church. Can 
any one deny this? Or can any one 
deny that the identity of nominal Catho- 
licity and pauperism existing in our 
chief centres of population is owing to 
the drunkenness of the Catholics.’’ 

And again, the Paulist Father says: 
‘“Fortwenty years the clergy of the 
parish of St. Paul the 
York, have had a 


Apostle, New 
hard and uneven 
fight to keep saloons from the very 
church door, because the neighborhood 
of a Catholic church is a good stand for 
saloon business ; and this is equally so 





in nearly every city in America. Who 
has not learned with shame to run the 
gauntlet of the saloons lining the way 
to the Catholic cemetery ?”’ 

We could quote many more like sen- 
tences. Father Elliott and the other Paul- 
ists would do better to start missions 
among Roman Catholics than to try to 
convert Protestants to their faith. 

The Christian at Work of August 9 
takes to task the supine ‘‘ little arch- 
bishop ’’ for his so-called acceptance of 
the liquor men’s challenge, ina brilliant 
editorial entitled: ‘‘ An Archbishop’s 
Very Gentle Roar.’’ It shows that 
Archbishop Corrigan’s letter means 
nothing and that the Roman Catholic 
saloon keepers of New York need give 
themselves no anxiety. Their ‘‘ busi- 
ness will not be interfered with by the 
Church authorities.’’ 





The Catholic Citizen, quoted in the 
Catholic Universe of August 4, says: 

‘* Father O’ Neil, who for a brief per- 
iod edited a magazine called the Nosary, 
is reported to have read a paper or 
spoken a speech at the Champlain sum- 
mer school touching the shortcomings 
of Catholic journalism. 
prise us at all. No clergyman ever 
takes a brief flyer in Catholic journalism 
without discovering 
when he retires. 


This don’t sur- 


its shortcomings 
He gives us all away, 
so to speak. These ex-journalists are 
‘wondrous wise’ in a short space.”’ 

It was the New York Catholic Review 
of January 4, 1891, which started the 
movement in an article on ‘* The Chief 
Sin of the Catholic Body,’’ in the course 
of which it said, with reference to the 
Roman Catholic press: ‘‘ Mrs. Parting- 
ton advancing to meet the Atlantic 
Ocean with a mop and pail is a sublime 
spectacle beside the Catholic body ad- 
vancing to the attack of atheism with its 
bundle of rags which it calls a_press.’’ 


J. A. D. 
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NORTHFIELD BIBLE CONFERENCE—SERMON BY MR. “ MooDY. 


THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF 


T the opening of the Bible Confer- 
ence at Northfield, Mass., 
last month Dwight L. Moody, the well 
beloved leader of the meetings, preached 
the following sermon on the Atonement. 
As usual with Mr. Moody his text was 
from the entire Bible, dozen of texts be- 
ing called upon as proof of his argument 
that the doctrine of the Atonement was 
was taught from Genesis to Revelations. 
After referring to its foreshadowing in 
the Garden of Eden, he traced it down 
the stream of time through Abel, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses and the prophets, and 
continued as follows : 

There isn’t a portion of Scriptures 
that doesn’t teach the doctrine of the 
Atonement. I remember some years 
when I came back to this country from 
the old country a lady wrote me a let- 
ter, saying that she had read with great 
interest of our meetings in the old coun- 
try, and she had been praying that we 
might do as good a work in this country 
as we had in the old. 
one of my sermons on 


But she had read 
the Atonement, 
and she had given up all hope. She 
said: ‘‘ Where did Jesus ever teach the 
terrible doctrine that men were saved 
through His death and His sufferings ? 
He never taught it, never, never !’’ Do 
you know what Ido when I get these 
letters? I read them: I want to see 
what people are thinking about. Well, 
I took and read up this old doctrine, 
and preached more on the Atonement 
for the next six months than I ever had 
before in all my life. When you find a 
person who doesn’t believe in the doc- 
trine of the Atonement, he either doesn’t 
want to believe in it, or else he doesn’t 
know anything about the Bible. I will 
venture to say that lady had never taken 
the pains to read what the Scriptures 
said or what Christ said about His own 
death. Let me read two or three pas- 


CHRIST—THE ATONEMENT. 


sages: Mark ix, 31: ‘‘ For He taught 
His disciples and said unto them, The 
Son of Man is delivered into the hands 
of men and they shall kill Him; and 
after that He is killed He shall rise 
again the third day. But they under- 
stood not that saying, and were afraid 
to ask Him.’’ 

CHRIST SPEAKING OF HIS OWN DEATH. 

That was a whole year before His 
death. People tells us: ‘‘ You know 
that Christ died as a martyr, that He 
laid down certain principles which 
eventually took Him to the grave. He 
could not help Himself.’’ But read on: 
Mark x, 32: ‘‘ And they were in the 
way going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus 
went before them, and they were amaz- 
and as they followed they were 
afraid. And He took again the twelve 
and began to tell them what things 
should happen unto Him, saying: ‘ Be- 
hold, we go up to Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man shall be delivered unto the 
chief priests and unto the scribes; and 
they shall condemn Him to death and 
shall deliver Him to the Gentiles, and 
they shall mock Him and shall scourge 
Him, and shall spit upon Him and shall 
kill Him ; and the third day He shall 
rise again.’ ”’ 

There is Christ speaking of His own 
death, and, I believe, He never spoke of 
His death but once without adding that 
He should rise again on the third day. 
Then ‘‘ as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so shall the Son of 
that whosoever be- 


ed ; 


man be lifted up, 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.’’ That was the be- 
ginning of His ministry. When John 
the Baptist introduced Him to the na- 
tion he said: ‘‘ Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world.”’ 
For fifteen hundred years the Jews an- 
nually had killed the Passover lamb, and 





they were never called ‘‘lambs,’’ al- 
though there were a quarter ofa million 
supposed to be killed annually for fifteen 
hundred years,but always ‘‘ the lambs.”’ 
And when Christ made His appearance 
on the banks of the Jordan, John, His 
forerunner, introduced Him as ‘‘ The 
lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.’’ Now notice again, when 
people say Christ died asa martyr be- 
cause He could not help himself, let us 
see what He says: ‘‘ I lay down my life 
that I might take it again. No man 
taketh from Me, but I lay it down of 
Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again.’’ 
That is His own word. Jesus Christ 
could have gone up on the other side of 
the cross just as well as this side. The 
Him. If Jesus 
Christ had broken the law He would 
have had to die for His own sin, but He 
was a lamb without spot and without 
blemish, and He died as our substitute 
voluntarily. That is the teaching of 
Jesus Christ. 
SCRIPTURAL TESTIMONY. 

Then let me read a few verses from 
Matthew, Mark and Luke. They are 
quoted from Jesus Christ Himself. 
Matthew xxiv, 28: ‘‘For this is My 
blood of the new testament which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins.’’ 
Mark xiv, 24: ‘‘ This is My blood of 
the new testament which is shed for 
many.”’ ‘* This cup is 
the new testament in My blood which 
for you.’’ Luke xxiv, 26: 
‘*Ought not Christ to have suffered 
into His 
And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets He expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself.’’ Jesus Christ from 
beginning to end told of His own suffer- 
In fact, as 
some one has said, ‘‘ He was born for 
me, He lived for me for thirty-three 
years, He died for me, He rose for me, 


law had no claim on 


Luke xxii, 20: 
is shed 


these things and to enter 


glory. 


ings and His death for man. 
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and He ascended for me, and He ever 
liveth to intercede for me.’’ 

Do you want to know my creed? It 
is all there, I don’t want any other, and 
the older I grow the sweeter the creed is 
and the more precious the doctrine is. 
You know Peter called it the ‘‘ precious 
blood;’’ and that was written in his old 
age. I suppose it grew more precious 
to him as the years went by—the preci- 
I remember preaching in 
St. Louis a few years ago, anda lady 
brought her husband to the meeting. 
One night she said to me: ‘‘ I wish you 
would have a talk with my husband.’’ 
I sat down and talked to him. I said 
to his wife: ‘‘ You will have to pray to 
God to convict him of sin, because I 
cannot do anything with the man, as he 
doesn’t seem to have any idea that he 
has ever sinned ; there is no use in talk- 
ing about a remedy to a man if he 
doesn’t knew that he has sinned.’’ But 
this woman held on, and she brought 
him to meeting after meeting. After a 
month she asked me to have another 
talk with him. I did, and I thought he 
was even less interested than he was the 
first time. I said to her a second time : 
**T do not see as I can help your hus- 
band any.”’ 

We were in that city about six 
months, and I think four months have 
passed away when one night as I went 
into the audience I noticed him sitting 
right in front of me, and he was wiping 
the tears from his eyes. I thought that 
very strange, as he didn’t seem like a 
man who knew what it was to weep. As 
they went on singing hymns he kept on 
weeping. My subject that night was 
the precious blood of Christ, and when 
I gave out my text the man put his 
head on the pew in front of him and al- 
most disturbed the people around him 
with weeping. When the meeting was 
closed he followed me into the after- 
meeting and said to me: ‘‘ This has 


ous blood. 


been the strangest day of my life.’’ I 











said: ‘‘ Why ?’’ He said: ‘‘ When I 
got up this morning the first thing that 
came into my mind was the ‘ precious 
blood of Christ.’ I don’t remember ever 
hearing the words—I didn't know they 
were in the Bible. 
out of my mind. 


I could not get them 
I went down to my 
place of business, and all through the 
day those words kept ringing in my 
mind. When I came home to dinner it 
seemed as if my children kept whisper- 
ing those words ; my wife couldn’t keep 
me home from the meeting that night, 
and when you gave out the first hymn 
it was about the blood, and every hymn 
you gave out was all about the blood; 
and then you had Mr. Sankey sing one 
or two solos about the blood ; and final- 
ly when you gave out your text, ‘The 
precious blood of Christ cleanseth from 
all sin,’ I thought it was God talking, 
and I said to myself: ‘I think I know 
what it is now to be behind the blood.’ ”’ 

In all my evangelistic work in the old 
country or this I don’t know of a man 
who ever gave a clearer or more ringing 
testimony for Jesus Christ than that 
man. He lived eight or nine years and 
then went home to to be with his Master. 

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST. 

Oh, that God may open our eyes this 
morning and show us the preciousness 
of the blood. Peter speaks with utter 
contempt about silver and gold, which 
are not to be compared with the precious 
blood. Why is it precious ? It is preci- 
ous for what it does for us. In the first 
place, because it redeems my soul. 
There is nothing in this world that is 
going to redeem me but the blood. If 
silver and gold gould have redeemed 
this world, God could have created 
10,000 worlds as large as this of gold. 
We are nut redeemed by such corrup- 
tible things as silver and gold, but by 
the precious blood of the Son of God. 
Redemption is buying back, not from 
the hands of Satan, but from the law. 
We are redeemed from the curse of the 
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law, and there is no other power that is 
going to bring us back but the blood. 
Christ came down here and found us in 
the clutches of the law, from which we 
were trying to free ourselves, but we 
couldn't do it, and He died to set us 
free, and all He wants is gratitude, that 
we shall just thank Him for what He 
has done. That is the true Christian 
spirit. Then it is precious because it 
brings us nigh. Now there is no doc- 
trine in the world that will bring peo- 
ple so close together as the Atonement. 
I have sometimes seen a church all torn 
to pieces, and the minister would just 
begin to preach Christ and Christ’s suf- 
ferings, and by and by their hearts 
would begin to melt and they would all 
be united. I don’t believe there is any 
power on earth that is going to unite 
people like this blessed doctrine of the 
Atonement. It will draw their hearts 
to one another, but they will be more 
united to Jesus Christ and will love Him 
more. It is precious because it blots out. 
There isn’t a sin I have committed from 
the cradle to this morning that the blood 
of Jesus Christ cannot cover. 

I believe that when we get to heaven 
we will find men whom we have known 
to be thieves and drunkards and murder- 
ers—men as black and vile as any men 
that ever trod this earth—as pure as the 
Son of God, because the blood of Jesus 
Christ has made them clean. And so 
any man or woman in this wide world, 
who is steeped in the blackest kind of 
sin, can be as white as a lily by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Some one asked 
a little Irish child if there was anything 
that God couldn’t do,and the child said: 
‘* Yes. He cannot see my sins through 
the blood of Christ.’’ That is what the 
blood does, it blots out. They shall not 
be mentioned, not one of them. Not a 
sin represented by this congregation 
shall ever be mentioned if it has been 
washed away by the blood ot the Son of 


God. 





WHY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST IS PRECIOUS. 

It is precious because it brings peace. 
I want to say here this morning very 
emphatically that I do not believe there 
is a man or a woman on this earth who 
knows what peace of conscience and 
peace of mind and peace of soul are who 
doesn’t know the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment. Ido not believe there is a spot 
where peace can be found except under 
The billows 
may come surging and rolling up against 


the shadow of the cross. 


us, but if we find refuge and shelter un- 
we have 
He made peace by the blood of 
the cross. Do you want peace? Is your 


der the cross of Jesus Christ 
peace. 


soul tossed this morning on the waves 
of trouble and sorrow and _ persecution ? 
If you do, my friends, just get hold of 
this doctrine. He made peace by the 
blood of the cross, His blood. It is not 
for you and me to make, it is already 
made. It is a sort of an estate that we 
enter into. During the last days of the 
war, when many men were deserting, 
Secretary Stanton sent out a notice from 
the War Department that no more refu- 
gees be taken into the Union Army. A 
and 
he came into the Union lines and they 


Southern soldier hadn't seen that, 


read the order to him. He didn’t know 
what to do. into the 
Southern army he would be shot as a 


If he went back 


deserter, and the Northern army would 
So he the 
woods between the armies and stayed 


not have him. went into 


He saw an 


officer going by, and he rushed out of 


until he got starved out. 


the woods and told this officer that if he 
didn’t help him he would have to take 


his life. The officer asked what was the 
trouble. He told him. The _ officer 
said: ‘‘ Haven't you heard the news ?’’ 


‘No, what news?’ ‘* Why the war is 
over, Lee has surrendered, peace is de- 
clared, go to the first town and get all 
the food you want.’’ The man waved 
his hat and went to the town as quick 


as he could. I want to say this morn- 
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ing that peace is declared, the war is 
over. Be ye reconciled and the whole 
thing is settled. The whole trouble is 
on your side. The blood is on the 
mercy seat, and as long as it is there the 
vilest sinner can enter and be saved for 
time and eternity. 

The blood is precious because it justi- 
fies. I have never been able to preach 
on justification. It seems too good to 
be true. I believe it, but isn’t it a won- 
derful thing how I can be justified ? 
Justification means that I stand before 
God as if I never had sinned. In other 
words, I stand before God as perfect as 
His Son, Jesus Christ. You ask me to 
explain it. I cannot do it, but I believe 
it, because the Old Book teaches it. 
That is what the blood of Jesus Christ 
does ; itjustifies me. In other words, I 
run up an account and I am_ bankrupt. 
I cannot pay it. I am in great distress, 
and go down to the store, and the mer- 
chant says, ‘‘I am glad to say, Mr. 
Moody, that some one has settled up 
and 
against you.’’ God has nothing against 
D. lL. Moody. IfI am justified, I can 
say, with Paul, ‘‘ Who shall lay any- 
thing tothe charge of God's elect ? It is 
God that justifieth.’’ Who can con- 
demn me if He justifies me. Will Christ 
condemn No, if He has justified 
He not condemn me. It 
would be a queer kind of a judge who 
would justify me and then condemn me. 

JUSTIFIED AND FORGIVEN. 

Dear friends, we ought to be the hap- 
piest people in the world. Justified, 
Think of it! Itisa great 
thing to be forgiven. If God forgives 
us neither devil nor man can find 


your accounts, there is nothing 


me? 


me, will 


forgiven ! 


any- 
thing against us. 


He has taken all my 
behind His back. 
How is the devil going to get by the 
Almighty ? It doesn’t say behind my 
back ; I couldn’t stop the devil from 
getting by me. But behind God’s back, 
I challenge you to get by the Almighty. 


sins and cast them 
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You can’t doit. ‘‘ I will cast them in- 
to the depths of the sea.’’ The devil 
can't get down would be 
drowned. ‘‘Iwill remove them as far 
as the East is from the West.’’ Figure 
that out, will you, some of you who are 
good at mathematics. 
travels atthe rate of 


there ; he 


They say light 
188,000 miles a 
second, and there are some planets so 
far away that their light hasn’t reached 
us yet. Do you think you can find 
them? If any of you people here in 
Northfield have anything against me go 
and hunt it up. 

Itis a great thing to be forgiven. 
Every hair in your head ought to be lit 
up with the glory of the upper world, 
with the thought of being forgiven, jus- 
tified. It is precious because it cleanses 
me from all sin. And then it is precious 
because it is going to give me boldness 
in the day of judgment, because as He 
is, so shall I Isn’t it precious ? 
Think of it. Why is it that people fear 
death ? death? I 
think most of us have passed through 
that several times. 


be. 
Is it the physical 


It is not the physi- 
cal, but it is after death. You are afraid 
of the great white throne of judgment ? 
My dear friends, if you are behind the 
blood you are going to be on the throne 
judging the world. ‘‘ Know ye not that 
ye shall judge the world.’’ Weare go- 
ing to have bold news in the days of 
judgment, don’t be afraid. Let death 
lay his hand on me now and I can say, 
‘* Glory is just ahead; not behind, but 
just ahead.’’ ‘That is all. 

There is a story told of a political of- 
fender who was to be put to death if 
things could be proved against him. 
Some friend went to the King and got 
him interested. The King said: ‘‘Let 
the law take its course, and if 
found guilty here is a pardon; 


he is 
but I 
don’t want it known unless he is found 
guilty.’’ When the man was on trial for 
his life he was the coolest man in the 
court, and when the jury brought in the 


5 


verdict of guilty the whole court watch- 
ed to see what effect it would have upon 
him, and he sat there as calm as a sum- 
mer evening. When the judge got up 
he said that the whole court had been 
surprised to see how calm the prisoner 
hagl been all through the trial. The 
prisoner took the pardon out of his 
pocket and walked out of the court a 
freeman. What gave him this bold- 
He had a pardon in his pocket. 
What is going to make us bold in judg- 
ment? Jesus Christ. We have His 
pardon, this good old doctrine of the 
Atonement. 


ness ? 


Mr. Moody and Northfield. 

When the Editor of Tor CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC first visited Northfield, Mass.., 
thirteen years ago, it was an old village 
quietly sleeping on the banks of the 
Connecticut River. The stately elms 
and great maples that lined the only 
street in the place gave it an air of an- 
tiquity that was well sustained by the 
inhabitants. This year all is changed 
in Northfield, except the elms and 
maples, and they are not alone in their 
glory, for young and beautiful trees are 
growing up side by with these 
patriarchs to claim the admiration of the 
visitor. 


side 


There are now several streets 
in the town with handsome residences, 
and the group of Seminary buildings 
that afford accomodation for 4oo young 
Christian 
education, cannot be surpassed in beauty 
by any place in this country. 

All this is the work of one man— 
Dwight L. Moody —who was born here 
and whose name has been carried to the 
ends of the earth. 


ladies, who there receive a 


It isa name deservy- 
ing all honor, though he has sought 
none, for all the glory, honor and praise 
have been given to the Lord Jesus by 
His faithful servant. The thousands of 
Christians who have been blessed by 
Mr. Moody’s life and work give thanks 
to God for this man. 
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ENCYCLICAL LETTER OF POPE LEO XIII. ON THE STUDY 
OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


[OFFICIAL TRANSLATION. ] 


III. 


C> HE first counsel to be given 
is this: that the more our ad- 
versaries contend to the contrary so 
much the more solicitously should we 
adhere to the received and approved 
canons of interpretation. Hence, whilst 
weighing the meanings of words, the 
connection of ideas, the parallelism of 
passages, and the like, we should by all 
means make use of such illustrations as 
can be drawn from opposite erudition of 
an external sort; but this should be 
done with caution, so as not to bestow 
on questions of this kind more labor and 
time than are spent on the sacred books 
themselves, and not to overload the 
minds of the students with a mass of in- 
formation that will be rather a hind- 
rance than a help. 
HOLY SCRIPTURE AND 
TERPRETATION 


THEOLOGY ; IN- 
; THE FATHERS. 
The professor may now safely pass 
on to the use of the Scripture in 
matters of theology. On this head it 
must be observed that in addition to the 
usual reasons which make ancient writ- 
ings more or less difficult to understand, 
there are some which are peculiar to the 
Bible. For the language of the Bible is 
employed to express, under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, many things 
which are beyond the power and scope 
of the reason of man—that is to say, 
divine mysteries and al) that is related 
to them. There is sometimes in such 
a passage a fulness and a hidden depth 
of meaz:ing which the letter hardly ex- 
presses and which the laws of interpre- 
tation hardly warrant. 
literal 


Moreover, the 
sense itself frequently admits 
other senses, adapted to illustrate dogma 
or to confirm morality. Wherefore, it 
must be recognized that the sacred writ- 
ings are wrapt in a certain religious ob- 


scurity, and that no one can enter into 
their interior without a guide ; God * 
so disposing, as the holy Fathers com- 
monly teach, in order that men may in- 
vestigate them with greater ardor and 
earnestness, and that what is attained 
with difficulty may sink more deeply in- 
to the mind and heart ; and, most of all, 
that they may understand that God has 
delivered the Holy Scripture to the 
Church, and that in reading and mak- 
ing use of His Word they must follow 
the Church as their guide and their 
teacher. 

St. Irenzeus long since laid down 
that where the charismata of God 
were, there the truth was to be learnt, 
and the Holy Scripture was safely inter- 
preted by those who had the Apostolic 
succession. + His teaching, and that 
of other holy Fathers, is taken up by 
the Council of the Vatican, which, in 
renewing the decree of Trent,declares its 
‘‘mind’’ to be this, that ‘‘in things of 
faith and morals, belonging to the build- 
ing up of Christian doctrine, that is to 
be considered the true sense of the Holy 
Scripture, which has been held and is 
held by Our Holy Mother the Church, 
whose place it is to judge of the true 
sense and interpretation of the Script- 
ures ; and therefore, that it is permitted 
to no one to interpret Holy Scriptures 
against such sense or also against the 
unanimous agreement of the Fathers.’’} 
By this most wise decree the Church by 
no means prevents or restrains the pur- 
suit of biblical science, but rather pro- 
tects it from error, and largely assists 
its real progress. A wide field is still 
left open to the private student, in which 


* S$. Hier. ad. Paulin,de studio Script. ep. hii.,4. 

+ C. haer, iv., 26, 5. 

t Sess. iii., cap. ii., de revel.; cf. Conc. Trid 
sess. iv. decret de edit. et usu sacr. libror. 
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his hermeneutical skill may display it- 
self with signal effect and to the advan- 
tage of the Church. On the one hand, 
in those passages of Holy Scripture, 
which have not as yet received a certain 
and definitive interpretation, such labors 
may, in the benignant providence of 
God, prepare for and bring to ma- 
turity the judgment of the Church ; 
on the other, in passages already de- 
fined, the private student may do work 
equally valuable, either by setting them 
forth more clearly to the flock and more 
skilfully to scholars, or by defending 
them more powerfully from hostile at- 
tack. Wherefore the first and dearest 
object of the Catholic commentator 
should be to interpret those passages 
which have received an authentic inter- 
pretation either from the sacred writers 
themselves, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost (as in many places of the 
New Testament), or from the Church, 
the assistance of the same Holy Spirit, 
whether by her solemn judgment or her 
ordinary and universal magisterium *— 
to interpret these passages in that iden- 
tical sense, and to prove, by all the re- 
sources of science, that sound hermeneu- 
tical laws admit of no other interpreta- 
tion. In the other passages, the analogy 
of faith should be followed, and Catholic 
doctrine, as authoritatively proposed by 
the Church, should be held as the su- 
.preme law ; for, seeing that the same 
God is the author both of the Sacred 
Books and of the doctrine committed to 
the Church, it is clearly impossible that 
any teaching can, by legitimate means, 
be extracted from) the former, which 
shall in any respect be at variance with 
the latter. Hence it follows that all in- 
terpretation is foolish and false which 
either makes the sacred writers disagree 
one with another or is opposed to the 
doctrine of the Church. The professor 
of Holy Scripture, therefore, among 
other recommendations, must be well 
acquainted with the whole circle of 


theology and deeply read in the com- 
mentaries of the holy Fathers and 
doctors and other interpreters of mark.+ 
This is incalculated by St. Jerome, and 
still more frequently by St. Augustine, 
who thus justly complains : ‘‘If there is 
no branch of teaching, however, humble 
and easy to learn, which does not re- 
quire a master, what can be a greater 
sign of rashness and pride than to re- 
fuse to study the Books of the divine 
mysteries by the help of those who have 
interpreted them?’’ { The other Fathers 
have said the same and have confirmed 
it by their example, for they ‘‘ endeav- 
ored to acquire the understanding of the 
Holy Scriptures not by their own lights 
and ideas, but from the writings and au- 
thority of the ancients, who, in their 
turn, as we know, received the rule of 
interpretation in direct line from the 
Apostles.’’§ The holy Fathers ‘‘ to 
whom, after the Apostles, the Church 
owes its growth—who have planted, 
watered, built, governed, and cherished 
it,’’ || the Holy Fathers, we say, are of 
supreme authority, whenever they all 
interpret in one and the same manner 
any text of the Bible, as pertaining to 
the doctrine of faith or morals ; for their 
unanimity clearly evinces that such in- 
terpretation has come down from the 
Apostles as a matter of Catholic faith. 
The opinion of the Fathers is also of 
very great weight when they treat of 
these matters in their capacity of doctors 
unofficially ; not only because they excel 
in their knowledge of revealed doctrine 
and in their acquaintance with many 
things which are useful in understand- 
ing the Apostolic Books, but because 
they are men of eminent sanctity and of 
ardent zeal for the truth, on whom God 
has bestowed a more ample measure of 
His light. 
~ * Conc. vat. 2ess. iii., cap. li., de fide. 

+ Ibid. 

$¢ Ad Honorat de util. cred. xvii., 35. 

§ Rufinus Hist. eccl. i, 9. 

|| S. Aug. c. Julian. ii., 10. 37. 


Wherefore the expositor 








should make it his duty to follow their 
footsteps with all reverence and to use 
their labors with intelligent apprecia- 
tion. 

But he must not on that account con- 
that it 
cause €xists, to push inquiry and ex- 
position beyond what the Fathers have 
done ; provided 


sider is forbidden, when just 


he carefully observes 
laid St. 
not to depart from the literal 


the rule so wisely down by 





Augustine 
and obvious sense, except only where 
reason makes it untenable or necessity 
requires; © a rnle to which it is the 
more necessary to adhere strictly in these 
times, when the thirst for novelty and 
unrestrained freedom of thought make 
the danger of error most real and proxi- 
mate. Neither should those passages 
be neglected which the Fathers have un- 
derstood in an allegorical or figurative 
sense, more especially when such inter- 
pretation is justified by the literal, and 
when it rests on the 
For this method of 


authority of many. 
interpretation has 
been received by the Church from the 
Apostles, and has been approved by her 
own practice, as the holy Liturgy at- 
although it is true that the holy 
Fathers did not thereby pretend directly 
to demonstrate dogmas of faith, but used 


tests ; 


it asa means of promoting virtue and 
piety, such as, by their own experience, 
they knew to be most valuable. The 
authority of our Catholic interpreters is 
not so great; but the study of Scripture 
has always continued to advance in the 
Church and, therefore, the commentaries 
also have their own honorable place, and 
are serviceable in for the 
refutation of assailants and the explana- 
tion of difficulties. But it 
becoming to pass by, in ignorance or 
contempt, the work which 
Catholics have left in abundance, and to 


many ways 


is most un- 
excellent 


have recourse to the works of non-Ca- 
tholics—and to seek in them, to the det- 
riment of sound doctrine and often to 


the peril of faith, the explanation of 
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passages on which Catholics long ago 
have successfully employed their talent 
and their labor. For although the studies 
of non Catholics, used with prudence, 
may sometimes be of use to th. Catholic 
student, he should, nevertheless, bear 
well in mind—as the Fathers also teach 
in numerous passages *—that the sense 
of Holy Scripture can nowhere be found 
incorrupt outside the Church, and can. 
not be expected to be found in writers 
who, being without the true faith, only 
gnaw the bark of the Sacred Scripture 
and never attain its pith. 

Most desirable is it, that the whole 
theology should be per- 
vaded and animated by the use of the 
divine Word of God. This is what the 
Fathers and the greatest theologians of 
allages have desired and reduced to 
practice. out of the 
sacred writings that they endeavored to 
proclaim and establish the articles of 
faith and the truths therewith connected, 


teaching of 


It was chiefly 


and it was in them, together with divine 
tradition, that they found the refutation 
of heretical error, and the reasonable- 
ness, the true meaning and the mutual 
relation of the truths of Catholicism. 
Nor will anyone wonder at this who 
considers that the sacred Books hold such 
an eminent position among the sources 
of revelation that without their assidu- 
ous study and use theology cannot be 
placed on its true footing or treated as 
its dignity demands. For although it 
is right and proper that students in 
academies and schools should be chiefly 
exercised in acquiring a scientific knowl- 
edge of dogma, by means of reasoning 
from the articles of faith to their conse- 
quences, according to the rules of ap- 
proved and sound philosophy—never- 
theless the judicious and instructed 
theologian will by no means pass by that 
method of doctrinal demonstration whlch 

© De Gen. ad litt. lviii., c. 7. 13. 

* Cfr. Clem. Alex. Strom. vii., 16; Orig. de 


princ. iv., 8; in Levit. hom. Tretu. 8; 4ll. de 
praescr. 15, seqq.; 5. Hilar. Pict. in Matth. 13, 1. 
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draws its proof from the authority ofthe 
Bible ; ‘‘ for (theology) does not receive 
her first principles from any other 
science, but immediately from God by 
revelation. And, therefore, she does not 
receive of other sciences as from a super- 
ior, but uses them as her interiors or 
handmaids.’’ + It is this view of doc- 
trinal teaching which is laid down and 
recommended by the prince of theolo- 
gians, St. Thomas of Aquin; } who, 
moreover, shows—such being the es- 
sential character of Christian theology 
—how she can defend her own princi- 
pals against attack : ‘‘If the adversary,’’ 
he says, ‘‘ do but grant any portion of 
the divine revelation, we have an argu- 
ment against him ; thus, against a here- 
tic we can employ Scripture authority, 
and against those who deny one article 
we can use another. But if our oppon- 
ent reject divine revelation entirely, 
there is then no way left to prove the 
articles of faith by reasoning ; 
only solve the difficulties 
raised against them.’’ || 
taken, then, 


we can 
which are 
Care must be 
that beginners approach 
the study of the Bible well prepared and 
furnished ; otherwise, just hopes will be 
frustrated, or, perchance, what is worse, 
they will unthinkingly risk the danger 
of error, falling an easy prey to the 
sophisms and labored erudition of the 
rationalists. The best preparation will 
be a conscientious application to philo- 
sophy ahd theology under the guidance 
of St. Thomas of Aquin, anda thorough 
training therein—as we ourselves have 
elsewhere pointed out and directed. By 
this means, both in biblictl studies and 
in that part of theology which is called 
positive, they will pursue the right path 
and make satisfactory progress. 

THE AUTHORITY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE ; 

CRITICISM ; PHYSICAL SCIENCE. 

To prove, to expound, to illustrate 
Catholic doctrine by the legitimate and 
skilful interpretation of the Bible’ is 
much ; but there is a second part of the 
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subject of equal importance and equal 
difiiculty—-the maintenance in the strong- 
est possible way of its full authority. 
This cannot be done completely or satis- 
factorily except by means of the living 
and proper magistestum of the Church. 
The Church, ‘‘ by reason of her wonder- 
ful propagation, her distinguished sanc- 
tity and inexhaustible fecundity in good, 
her Catholic unity and her unshaken 
stability, is herself a great and perpetu- 
al motive of credibility and an unas- 
sailable testimony to her own divine 
mission.’’§ But since the divine and 
infallible magisterium of the Church 
rests also on the authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture, the first thing to be done is to vin- 
dicate the trustworthiness of the sacred 
records, at least as human documents, 
from which can be clearly proved, as 
from primitive and authentic testimony, 
the divinity and the mission of Christ 
our Lord, the institution of a hierarchic- 
al Church and the primacy of Peter and 
his successors. It is most desirable, 
therefore, that there should numer- 
ous members of the clergy well prepared 
to enter upon a contest of this nature, 
and to repulse hostile assaults, chiefly 
trusting in that armour of God recom- 
mended by the Apostle,€ but also not 
unaccustomed to modern methods of at- 
tack. This is beautifully alluded to by 
St. John Chrysostom when describing 
the duties of priests: ‘‘ We must use 
every endeavor that the ‘ Word of God 
may dwell in us abundantly ’* 


be 


and not 
merely for one kind of fight must we be 
prepared—for the contest is many-sided 
and the enemy is of every sort; and 
they do not all use the same weapons 
nor make their onset in the same way. 
Wherefore it is needful that the man 
who has to contend against all should 


+ 5. Greg. M, Moral xx., 9 (al. 11). 

t Summ. theol. p. i., q. i., a. 5 ad 2. 
Ibid. a. 8. 

§ Conc. Vat. sess. iii. de tide. 


© Eph. vi. 13, seq. 
* Cfr. Coloss. iii., 16. 
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be acquainted with the engines po the 
arts of all—that he should be at once 
archer commandant and 
officer, general and private soldier, foot- 
and horseman, skilled in sea- 
fight and in siege ; for, unless he knows 
every trick and turn of war, the devil is 
well able, if only a single*door be left 
open, to get in his fierce bands and car- 


and _ slinger, 


soldier 


ry off the sheep.’’+ The sophisms of 
the enemy and his manifold arts of at- 
tack we have already touched upon. 
Let us now say a word of advice on the 
means of defence. The first means is 
the study of the Oriental languages and 
of the art of criticism. These two ac- 
quirements are in these days held in 
therefore, the 
by making themselves more or 


high estimation, and, 
clergy, 
less fully acquainted with them as time 
and place may demand, will the better 
be able to discharge their office with be- 
coming credit; for they must make them- 
selves ‘‘ all to all’’} always ‘‘ ready to 
satisfy every one that asketh them a 
reason for the hope that is in them.’’|| 
Hence it is most proper that professors 
of Sacred Scripture and theologians 
should master those tongues in which 
the sacred Books were originally writ- 
ten ; and it would be well that Church 
students should cultivate them, 
more espscially those who aspire to aca- 
And endeavors should 
be made to establish in all academic in- 


sé 


also 
demic degrees. 


stitutions—as has already been laudably 
done in many—chairs of the other anc- 
ient languages, especially the Semitic, 
and of subjects connected therewith, for 
the benefit, principally, of those who are 
intended to profess sacred literature. 
These latter, with a similar object in 
view, should make themselves well and 
thoroughly acquainted with the art of 
true crititism. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 

+ De Sacerdotio iv., 4. 

t 1 Cor. i 

aI Peter iii., 15. 
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WHAT GOD SAYS OF ROME. 


BY REV. NATHANIEL WEST, D. D. 





x07, HAT an immense amount of in- 
Vy formation the Bible gives us 
about Rome and the Roman Enmpire, 
from Balaam’s germinal prophecy, ex- 
panded in the prophecy in Daniel, then 
again in our Lord’s last Discourse on the 
Mount of Olives; still again in the second 
chapter of Paul’s second Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, and finally in the Apo- 
calypse of John! ‘The invasion of Pales- 
tine and the East by the Roman fleet, 
Israel’s oppression, and the scenes of the 
last days are found in embryo, in num- 
bers 24: 23, 24. The Monarchy—Colos- 
sus and Ten Beasts, in the 2nd and 7th 
Chapters of Daniel, and especially the 
4th Beast, the Roman Empire, first as a 
unit, then divided into ten horns, with 
that notable ‘* Little Horn’’ out from 
among the ten, are familiar to all stu- 
dents of prophecy. How remarkable it 
is that Daniel's attention was attracted 
to the 4th Beast, and particularly to the 
pranks and antics of the two-eyed 
magniloquent-mouthed ‘‘ Little Horn ”’ 
whose chief delight seemed to be to 
drink the blood of God’s saints, like his 
Syrian predecessor, in the 8th Chapter; 
the one a Greek Antichrist, the other 
a Roman. ‘‘I don’t care much about 
the first three Beasts,’’ said Daniel, ‘‘but 
I would know the truth about the 
fourth Beast, so different from the rest, 
exceeding dreadful, teeth of iron, nails 
of brass, devouring, stamping, breaking 
in pieces.’’ ‘‘ I would know about those 
ten horns on*his head,’’ and most of all 
‘about that horn that had eyes, anda 
mouth speaking great things, whose 
look was more stout than his fellows ;’’ 
‘the horn that made war with the 
saints.’’ That's the ‘‘ fellow’’ I want 
to know about. The reader can find out 
all about him in Daniel,seventh Chapter. 
He is ¢he character in the prophecy, 
next to Jesus Christ. After Jesus Christ, 








the whole interest of prophecy, in both 
Testaments, is concentrated on that Ro- 
man Horn. He is the devil-inspired 
genius, in history, who fights Jesus 
Christ and His Kingdom. Wonderful 
horn! The ten toes are a symbol of the 
tenfold divided state of the Roman Em- 
pire, just asthe ten hornsare. They 
represent the formation of the European 
Kingdoms on the Western territory of 
Rome, or what iscalled now the Euro- 
pean States system, yermany, France, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Great Britain, 
Austria, etc. It is impossible to under- 
stand either ancient, medizeval, or mod- 
ern history, apart from the second and 
seventh Chapters of Daniel. The ground 
of the whole historical development is 
here. The four Beasts give us the 
ancient Empires of Babylon, Medo-Per- 
sia, Greeco-Macedon and Rome. ‘The 
ten horns give us the medieval history 
of the Roman Empire, its modern history 
too. The ‘‘ Littlke Horn’’ is the final 
outcome and phase of the Roman Em- 
pire, and its destruction by the advent 
of Christ—not its reformation—is the 
event that ext precedes the establish- 
ment of the visible Kingdom of Christ 
on earth in its triumph and glory. 

Our Lord was born under Augustus, 
the first Roman emperor. Daniel pre- 
dicts that glorious Christmas in the gth 
Chapter, in the words, ‘‘ Unto Messiah 
the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks,’’ 7. ¢. weeks 
or sevens of years, 483 years from the 
decree of Cyrus for the release of the 
Jews in Babylon. That was the first 
advent, at the beginning of the Empire, 
and long prior to the division of the Em- 
pire into ten horns, which did not occur 
till the irruption of the Barbarians in 
the fifth century. Daniel gives us also, 
the second advent, in Rome’s tenfold 
divided state, 7. e., when the ten horns 
run out into one, the ‘‘ Little Horn,’’ 
the Antichrist who is destroyed a/ the 
second advent. 
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Paul in his secoyl Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, second chapter, resumes 
the prophecy of Daniel concerning the 
‘* Little Horn,”’ 
of sin,’’ and in connection with a 
sage in Isaiah, Isa. ii: 4, 
overthrow, at the second coming of 
Christ. He was led to this, because he 
was expounding our Lord’s Olivet Dis- 
course, Mat. 24th Chapter, in which our 
Lord refers directly to Daniel, and the 
tribulation under the Antichrist,of which 
the woes on Jerusalem were a type. 
John, in the Apocalypse, resumes the 
whole, and developes the Roman Em- 
pire and the Antichrist, at full length. 
He gives us the whole history of the 
Beast in its ancient, mediaval and mod- 
ern phases and relations, both secular 
and religious. ‘The seven seals show us 
the four horses representing the Empire 
in its various phases, the fifth seal the 
relation of the Empire to the church, 
the sixth the judgment of God, in the 
day of the Lord. 


and calls him ‘‘the man 
pas- 
predicts his 


The seven trumpets 
represent the judgments upon apostolis- 
ing Christendom, when the Beast is rid- 
den by the Scarlet Woman, itself scarlet, 
both dyed in the blood of God’s saints, 
—a picture, first, of the Roman Pagan 
Empire, ridden by the Pagan City of 
Rome, with its Pagan priesthood and 
religion, the Pagan Antichrist’s church, 
drinking the blood of the saints ; and, 
second,a picture of the Roman Papal Em- 
pire the ‘‘ Holy Roman Empire’’ (2) of 
medizeval times, ridden by the Papal 
City of Rome with its Papal priesthood, 
or false prophetism and state religion, 
again drinking the blood of the saints; 
and third, a picture of the revived Ro- 
man imperialism, infidel and_ blas- 
pheming, in spite of all pretences to the 
contrary, the last phase of its existence 
when the infidel Antichrist, like the 
Papal Antichrist, shall rule ; the time 
when, out of the present ten horns, or 
European States system, the last Anti- 
christ shall arise, support the City of 





Rome for a time, the revived imperiol- 
ism being ridden by the Old Lady, 
dressed in her last gaudery, riding her 
last ride, still scarlet, and once more the 
persecutor of God’s saints. It is the in- 
fidel Antichrist, with the ten horns, or 
European powers that put anend tothe 
whole Papal system, and burns the Old 
Lady with fire, for God has so put it in 
their hearts to do. Her judgment 
lingers not. Her damnation slumbers 
not. The Pope’s Encyclical in favor of 
the Bible is a master stroke of the Old 
Lady's policy, but God will use it to cre- 
ate a ferment in her bosom that will ex- 
cite her to. renew her persecutions 
against those who ‘‘ hold the testimony 
of Jesus,’’ and to demand obedience of 
the kings to her behests. Then the 
‘* Little Horn,’’ the last Antichrist, 
who, during a time, has supported her 
for prudential reasons, will endure her 
domination no longer. The ‘‘ Beast’’ 
will kick up, the girth of the seven 
bottomed saddle will burst, the crupper 
will break, the bridle will fall away ,and 
the Old Lady, tossed high, then sunk 
low, will perform her last acrobatic feat in 
the eyes of all the nations. Or to change 
the figure, the Antichrist and his horns 
will make an .dufo da /e before the na- 
tions in which Rome shall burn at the 
stake, and in her final doom illustrate 
the long continued crimes of her own 
history, her chief one, blood-guiltiness 
before God! Then 


porations, syndicates, 


commerce, cor- 
bourses, — ship- 
masters, kings and captains will howl 
because ‘‘business’’ is damaged, crying, 
Alas! Alas! cinnamon, alspice, odors, 
ointments, stocks, bonds, ivory, gold, 
diamonds, trade and dividends, sixty 
per cent. a month, gone, gone, gone ! 
Alas! Alas! Alas! and the same 
maiymon howl will be heard all over 
Christendom ! while above is poure’ the 
fourfold hallelujah! Amen! 
over her thou heaven ! 
apostles and prophets ! 


Rejoice 
and ye holy 
for God hath 
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avenged you on her! Shout! Sing 
hallelujah as her smoke goes up! Poly- 
carp and Ignatius, Paul and Peter too, 
Perpetua and her babe, Jerome of Prague 
and Huss, ye Waldenses and Albigenses, 
Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley, shout! 
Shout! Shout hallelujah ! Sing 
‘* Righteous art thou, O Lord God, who 
art and wast and shall be, because 
Thou hast judged thus: for they 
have shed the blood of saints and prop- 
hets, and Thou hast given them blood to 
drink (fire too!) for they are worthy! ’’ 
‘* Hallelujah! Amen! Even so, Lord 
God Almighty, true and righteous are 
thy judgments!’’ All this we have in 
the Apocalypse. 

That the symbol of the ‘‘ Beast’’ 
covers the whole history of the Beast in 
all its phases, till the Lord comes, and 
that this fourth Beast is the Roman Em- 
pire is the settled judgment of all stand- 
ard evangelical writers on prophecy. 
And that the Scarlet Woman is not 
merely Rome Pagan or Secular, but 
Rome Papal and Ecclesiastical as well ; 
that is, that the symbol of the Scarlet 
Woman covers the whole history of the 
woman until the Lord comes is, in like 
manner settled. That ‘‘Babylon’’ of 
the Apocolypse is Rome Ecclesiastical 
as well as secular, 7. ¢. represents the 
FALSE CHURCH, THE HARLOTof the Ap- 
ocalypse,and her ecclesiastical daughters 
whose intrigues with the kings of the 
earth the whole world knows, and isa 
church as well as a city, is as certain as 
that ‘‘ Jerusalem,’’ which the Apoca- 
lypse opposes to her isthe TRUE CHURCH, 
THE BRIDE—a church as well as a city. 
How changed, the picture, from that of 
the beautiful woman, star crowned and 
clothed with the sun of New Testament 
light, the moon of a waning dispensa- 
tion under her feet, to that of an old hag 
bedizzen in her meretricious robes, 
stride of a Beast with seven heads and 
ten horns! Church and State united in 
the name of Jesus, and offering the cups 
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of intoxication and harlotry to the Na- 
tions! John says, ‘‘ I wondered with 
great astonishment.’’ Well he might, 
for it was the historical development of 
Christianity from its primitive purity to 
its medizeval and modern abominations 
he was given to see. 

One word more. devil him- 
Roman 


The 
father of the 
Historians generally 
to mention this interesting 
John expressly tells us that the origina- 
tor of the Roman Empire as it rose from 
the agitated nations when the Republic 
fell, in the srutus, Autony, 
Cicero and Czesar, was the devil himself. 
The ‘‘ Beast’’ that he saw rise out of 
the heaving of the 
where the ‘‘ woman "’ 


self was the 
Empire. omit 


pedigree. 


time of 


‘“many waters”’ 
sat, was the Ro- 
man Empire, in distinction from the Re- 
public. To that Empire, John says, 
‘*the Dragon,”’ dressed up in the uni- 
form of the Empire, ‘‘ gave his power 
and seat and great authority.’’ Rev. 
xiii: 1-5. The fact that the Dragon 
wore the uniform of the Empire symbol- 
izes the fact that Satan is the power be- 
hind the throne, the central unseen con- 
cealed essence of all the kingdoms of 
*this world, whose policy is that of force, 
bloodshed, military might, selfishness, 
and only nominally Christian, because 
the beastly unchanged nature is yet to 
break out, as Christendom becomes de- 
christianized by apostasy in these last 
days, and Roman imperialism thus re- 
vives. As with the sword wound of 
Constantine, and again of the Barbarians 
of the fifth century, all whose chiefs were 
Christian men, , Imperial Rome was 
‘* wounded, as it were, to death,’’ thus 
becoming nominally Christian, so with 
the dechristianization of Christendom 
by means of assaults on the Bible, out- 
breaks of infidelity in the very church 
itself, the rise of lawlessness and reintro- 
duction of Pagan corruption and unbe- 
lief, and accu.nulation of luxurious 
wealth, the ‘‘ wound ’’ will be ‘‘healed’’ 
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and the way made clear for revived Ro- 
man power, the scarlet despotism of the 
last Antichrist. Satan is incorporate in 
every earthly Kingdom now, Monarchy 
or Republic. | Rome will do her best to 
deceive and regain temporal power by her 
conservative influence which the dynas- 
revolution lifts its 
She will succeed for a time. But 
the last Antichrist, the king of revolu- 
tion, will toss her from her 
burn her with fire. 
Ifonly the Encyclical of ‘‘ His Holiness,’’ 
as full of error as it is of truth, and of 
cunning as it is of counsel, will be the 
means of turning the priests of Rome to 
study the Bible, the way that Luther, 
Calvin and Knox did, what a ferment will 
follow ! It will precipitate Rome's last 
struggle. 


ties will court, as 
head. 


seat, and 
It is God's way. 


In this struggle Rome will 
espouse the cause of the masses, be their 
friend, guide them to the polls, gain 
power, then unmask her true character. 
That will bring the final 
and the judgment of God. ‘* Alas! who 


toe 


shall live, when God doeth this ! 


collision 


KIND WORDS. 
From the /yee Wethodist, Chicago, 
Ill., June 4, 1894. 
Tue COoNverRTED CATHOLIC, 
Rev. James A. 


published by 
O’Connor, says in the May 
number: ‘* For years past it has been our custom 
to offer the magazine to new subscribers for fifty 
cents from May to December. We make the 
same offer this year and hope to receive many new 
subscribers. There is not a family in the United 
States but would be better informed on all that re- 
lates to the Roman Catholic Church, its doctrines, 
history, policy, purposes and plots to entrap 
Protestants and keep the people in subjection, if 
THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC paid them a monthly 
visit. Let our friends obtain a fifty-cent subscrip- 
tion from their friends and we shall all be friends.”’ 

At this place a mission is maintained and the 
property is still encumbered for a part of the pur- 
chase money. In the May number Father O’Con- 
nor appeals for help to make a $500 payment on 
this property. The cause is not only worthy, but 
it is exceedingly important that this property be 
placed beyond peril and that this work be carried 
forward. Father O'Connor is worthy of the con- 
fidence of tue Protestants of the United States,and 
he makes no unnecessary or seltish appeals. 
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THE PURPLE AND SCARLET WOMAN AND HER RELATIVES 


BY A CATHOLIC. 


V. 
N the preceding chapter we saw the 
Church uplifted by the extraor- 
dinary presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit to the top of the highest inclined 
plane of godly living and Christian con- 
secration ever known in her history. 

Then we introduced Biblical testi- 
mony showing, beyond a doubt, that 
before the beginning of the second cen- 
tury the Church had begun to descend 
from the top of this high plane, and that 
there were to be seen on the white gar- 
ments of Christ's Bride small yet spread- 
ing spots (like leprosy) of these purple 
and scarlet colors which ever character- 
ize the spiritual adulteress and ‘‘ har- 
lot.’’ 

The proof will now be sketched in 
brief that as the Church advanced in age 
from century to century it made ad- 
vance with swifter and swifter downward 
steps in a career which involved the 
purple of worldly ambition and tyranni- 
cal government; and the scarlet of 
heresy, idolatry and bad morals. 

Yes, spotted with purple and scarlet 
like a serpent because a child of the 
‘‘ old serpent,’’ Satan. Yet we must al- 
Ways remember that in all sections of 
the Christian Church, even in that sec- 
tion most worldly and idolatrous, and in 
the darkest centuries of her history, the 
Church has contained more or less rue 
spiritual children of God, and these re- 
pudiating in their hearts the purple and 
scarlet are represented by the color 
white. 

THE CHURCH IN THE SECOND CENTURY. 

(a) Its Government. 

In the first century the local churches 
while under the general oversight of the 
apostles were largely independent of 
each other, and were taught and ruled 
over by two classes of presbyters. The 
elders of one class ‘‘ labored in word and 


doctrine,’’ and the elders of the second 
class bore rule; and both were called 
overseers, although he who both taught 
and ruled was known as a pastor or 
bishop. The simple government of the 
old Jewish synagogue was largely trans- 
ferred to the Church. 

In the second century the custom 
arose of holding councils in Greece,from 
whence it soon spread through the other 
provinces of the Roman Empire. This 
was done as a convenience to determine 
rule or doctrine. Then for the better 
handling of the growing and unwieldy 

hurch was introduced the confederation 
of churches ; and these ecclesiastical as- 
sociations were among the Greeks called 
synods, but among the Latin’s coun- 
cils. 

At first bishops were humble minded 
and were in the scope of their authority 
similar to the pastor or shepherd of the 
non-conformist churches of Great Brit- 
ain. Butin the second century there 
was stealthily introduced by Satan the 
‘‘tare’’ of fleshly arrogance, lust of 
power, and love of preeminence. This 
was a germ of Antichrist, and the once 
lowly bishop, now sought by slow and 
quiet methods to extend the limits of his 
authority. The leven of unholy ambi- 
tion was now working,and as the Church 
enlarged its boundaries new orders of 
ecclesiastics were appointed in different 
parts of the empire, as we shall see 
further on. A blessed simplicity of 
church government under our sovereign 
Lord Jesus was not of long coutinuance. 

(6) Its Worship. 

It is highly probable that the bishops 
who increased in this century the num- 
ber of religious rites and ceremonies 
in the worship of the Church did it 
through a cunning and elastic accomo- 
dation to the weakness and prejudices 
of both Jews and heathens. Thus was 

















introduced tithes, first-fruits, splendid 
robes and the beginnings of a showy 
and sensuous ritual The Church be- 
gan to observe in addition to the first 
and seventh days of the week, the fourth 
as Christ's betrayal, and the sixth asthe 
day of His crucifixion. Then was ob- 
served anniversary festivals of the death 
and resurrection of Christ and the effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit. Now the 
Apostle Paul with the eagle eye of in- 
spiration had detected with an anxious 
dread of its consequences this very 
thing, as involving, if persisted in a pos- 
sible or probable loss of Christ as a 
Saviour. He says in Gal. iv. 9-11: 
‘* How turn you again to the weak and 
needy elements [ofa Christless Judaism] 
which ye desire to serve again ? You ob- 
serve days, months, times and years. I 
am afraid of you lest perhaps I have 
labored in vain among you.”’ 

(c) Its Doctrine. 

The Ebionite heresy which rejected a 
part of the New Testament and sought 
to Judaize the Church was active in this 
century. Victor, the Bishop of Rome 
sought to excommunicate Asiatic Chris- 

_tians for observing Easter on other days 
than Sundays. Thus did the Church 
begin to be frivolous in doctrine and 
theatrical in worship. 

(@d) Its Morals. 

Persecutions, trials for heresy and, 
above all, missions, prevented the Church 
from descending so low on the inclined 
plane as to reach a marked corruption 
of morals. 

THE CHURCH IN THE THIRD CENTURY. 

(a) Its Government. 

Marriage was still accorded to the 
clergy, although there was a growing 
aversion to marriage as if it might 
involve sin, and those of their number 

H who were ‘‘celibates by abstinence ’’ 

were accorded the highest reputation for 
personal holiness and purity of life. 

(6) Its Worship. 

The work of multiplying rites and 
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ceremonies progressed. The ordinary 
or fixed times of prayer were set as the 
third, sixth and ninth hours, with, of 
course, the superstitious thought that 
God was more accessible in these hours 
than others. 

The ‘‘ sign of the cross ’’ was now re- 
sorted to as furnishing a ‘‘ victorious 
power over trials, calamities and evil 
spirits. "’ 

(c) Its Doctrine. 

The New Platonists sought the rise of 
Christian doctrine in the Greek philo- 
sophy, and the Manichean heresy, which 
accounts for the origin of all good in 
Light, and of all evil in Darkness, dis- 
tressed the Church in this century. 

(d) Its Morals. 

Persecutions, permitted by the linger- 
ing mercy of God, prevented the Church 
from descending to the depths of a cor- 
rupt life. 

THE CHURCH IN THE FOURTH CENTURY. 
Its Government. 

The four great Bishops of Rome, 
Antioch, Alexandria and Constantinople 
became more bloated with power and 
pride as their jurisdictions were extend- 
ed through usurpations. Afterwards 
three of these bishops were magnified 
into Patriarchs. 

Before tne end of the century the ec- 
clesiastical magnates were (1) Bishops 
ruling a district, (2) Archbishops ruling 
several districts, (3) Metropolitans rul- 
ing over one province, and (4) Exarchs 
ruling several provinces. All these in 
contempt of St. Peter’s command were 
truly ‘‘ lords over God's heritage.’’ The 
Bishop of Rome surpassed all others in 
magnificence, and by tacit consent many 
yielded him a preeminence to which he 
began to lay claim. 
all said they were ambassadors and ser- 
vants of Christ, and derived authority 

from Him.’ 

But Constantine was building at Con- 
stantinople a rival to Rome. 

(6) Its Worship. 


(a) 


As yet, however, 
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Rites and ceremonies were multiplied. 
Ascension day was added to Whitsunday 
and the other days. Superstitions in- 
Pious fraud carried on quitea 
brisk trade with the bones of saints. 

(c) Its Doctrine. 

The important Council of Nice was as- 
sembled by Constantine in 325. In the 
latter part of this century the Collyridi- 
ans, a sect in Arabia, worshipped the 


creased. 


‘* Blessed Virgin as an immaculate god- 
dess—seeking her favor and _ protec- 
In other sections of the Church 
Mariolatry was slumbering in the germ. 

(@d) Its Morals. 

Probably the Diocletian persecution 
the 
grosser forms of social corruption which 


tion.’’ 


acted as an antiseptic to prevent 


otherwise would here as elsewhere mani- 
fest itself in connection with the growth 
of idolatry. 

THE CHURCH IN THE FIFTH CENTURY. 

(a) Its Government. 

The Council of Chalcedon 451 arbi- 
trated between the jealous and rival ec- 
clesiastical heads at Rome and Constan- 
tinople by according the same rights and 
honors to the bishops of the two cities. 

3ut now the ‘‘ purple ”’ 
gan to. spread 


suddenly be- 
rapidly. Ambitious 
Patriarchs looked with lustful eyes upon 
the domains of the inferior bishops, and 
made attempts to wrest from them their 
rights and crush their authority. The 
oppressed bishops fled to the great See 
of Rome for protection. This was grant- 
ed by the Pontifex Maximus, who there- 
by stregthened much his own power 
and was thus encouraged to seek and 
grasp an authority less and less limited 
by the jurisdiction of others. 

(6) Its Worship. 

Idolatry increased with a rapid pace, 
for the churches were decorated with 
images of great price. 

(c) Its Doctrine. 

Heresies as to the person or nature of 
Christ abounded. The Nestorians taught 


that the ‘‘ divine anc human natures in 
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Christ were not so united as to form but 
a single person.’’ The Entychians 
‘‘considered the divine and human na- 
tures of Christ to be but one nature.’’ 
The Pelagians ‘* denied the received doc- 
trines in respect to original sin, free will, 
grace and the merit of good works.’’ 

(d) Its Morals. 

Invasions of the Goths and Heruli in- 
flicted a deadly wound upon the political 
empire of the West, but the Church was 
puffed up with the pride of a self-suffi- 
cient, Laodicean, worldly prosperity. 
Merciful afflictions of the past were now 
withheld, and the decree seemed to go 
forth ‘The Church is joined to her idols; 
let her alone.’’ The licentious clergy 
indulged in vice to an extent that was 
enormous. 

THE 


(a) 


CHURCH IN THE SIXTH CENTURY. 
Its Government. 

The Pope of Rome is waxing stronger 
and stronger. 

(6) Its Worship. 

To pacify heathen converts for the 
loss of their old luper calia or feasts of 
the god Pan, the Church instituted the 
festival of the ‘‘ Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin.’’ One proof among. 
many that the father of the ‘‘ Purple 
and Scarlet Woman ”’ 


(Cc) 


is heathenism. 
Its Doctrine. 

Gregory the Great prescribed the 
‘*canon of Mass.’’ 

(d) Its Morals. 

That this was to some extent a cen- 
tury of missionary enterprises may ac- 
count for the fact that we do not hear 
that the vicious Church is not more vic- 
ious. For missionary zeal, like afflic- 
tions, is antiseptic in its effects. 

THE CHURCH IN THE SEVENTH CEN- 
TURY. 

In this century was assembled the 
well remembered Council, the Quinisex- 
tum of Constantinople. Its members 
were largely or wholly Greeks, and yet 
the Roman pontiffs regard the larger 
part of its decrees as worthy of praise. 





_— 
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There are still in existence one hundred 
and two laws enacted by this Council; 
several of them relating to ceremonies, 
and but six of the whole number are 
contrary to the opinions and rites of the 
Church of Rome. 

This will be regarded by many as the 
last of the ecumenical Councils,although 
before the division into the Eastern and 
Western churches there were other 
Councils held by the Greeks, one of 
which at least is called 
aecumenical. 


by them 


We remember having a long conver- 
sation with an English clergyman of the 
most advanced type of High Church 
Ritualism. We remarked that whilst 
there was so much in his ecclesiastical 
views and practices in common with 
those of the Church of Rome, some 
things belonging to the latter were com- 
batted by Anglicans, and would he 
please inform us how far back it was 
necessary to go in Church history to 
find a condition of things in harmony 
with Ritualism. He at once replied that 
it was needful to adopt the creed and 
cult of the universal church as they ex- 
isted before the Greeks and Latins were 
were sundered, and thought it was not 
needful to seek for the true doctrines 
and worship of the primitive and apos- 
tolic church further back than the Quini- 
sextum Council of the seventh century. 

Is High Church Ritualism then blind 
to the tyranny in government, idolatry 
in worship, superstition in doctrine, and 
wide spread corruption in morals which 
characterized the Catholic Church of the 
seventh century? , 

As we have traced the decline of the 
Church from the summit ofits high plane 
of spiritual purity and power reached in 
the early days of the apostles, to the 
depth of spiritual weakness and moral 
defilement of the seventh century, what 
is the verdict of our readers? Is it not 
this, Behold the growth from infancy to 
girlhood of the Purple and Scarlet Wo- 
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man. And does the High Church 
Ritualist presume to call this shamless 
young wanton the virgin white Bride of 
our Lord Jesus Christ? Why can’t he 
discriminate between the purple, scarlet 
and white elements in a Church not as 
yet perhaps utterly apostate? Why? 
Because Ritualism is in sympathy with 
much that is dangerous in doctrine and 
destructive of the pure Gospel as held 
by the purple and scarlet. Itcan’t con- 
demn itselfas long as it is judicially 
blinded. 

THE CHURCH IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY. 

(6) Its Worship. 

The Council of Constantinople 754 
condemned the worship and also the 
use of images. The second Council of 
Nice reversed these decrees, and ‘‘de- 
nounced severe punishments against 
such as maintained that God was the 
only object of religious adoration.’’ 
Charlemagne and the larger part of the 
Latins, Britons, Germans and Gauls 
steered in a middle course between the 
two extremes. The controversy as to 
the worship of doll images drove the Ital- 
ian provinces from the Grecian Empire. 

That other form of idolatry, the mass, 
was now elaborated and deformed. 

THE CHURCH IN THE NINTH CENTURY. 

(a) Its Government. 

The Papacy is growing bolder and 
stronger, absorbing to itself the power of 
the kings of this world. Prince Charles 
the Bald ‘‘ delivered succeding pontiffs 
from the obligation of waiting for the 
consent of the emperors in order to being 
installed in their office.’’ 

(6) Its Worship. 

The ignorance, corruption and super- 
stition of the Christian Church had now 
attained enormous proportions. Patron 
saints were multiplied endlessly, and 
which was a source of abuse and frauds. 

(c) Its Doctrine. 

Bitter angry discussions, (1) as to the 
worship of sacred images, and known as 
the Iconoclastic controversy; (2) as to 
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the Real Presence of Christ in the Sac- 
rament ; (3) as to the procession of the 
Holy Spirit, whether from the Father 
alone, or from the Father and Son, and 
known as the Filioque controversy— 
these so fiercely flamed in the breasts 
and on the lips of nominal Christians 
that it was the final cause of the division 
of the Church into the Greek or Eastern, 
and Latin or Western branches. 

(@) Its Morals. 

The most reliable authority assures 
that in this century the ‘‘impiety and 
licentiousness of the greatest part of the 
clergy arose to an enormous height.’’ 

Now commences with the tenth cen- 
tury a period of time extending over 
four or five centuries spoken of in eccle- 
siastical and secular 
‘* Dark Ages.’’. 

There is no need of details as to the 
Government, Worship, Doctrine and 
Morals. 


history as the 


Doubtless the description of the fall 
of the Babylonish Church given in the 
Apocalypse, Chapter xviii. 2, has its 
completest fulfillment in the future, yet 
its language is also applicable to the 
Church from 1000 to 1450, and perhaps 
later. ‘‘ Babylon the Great is fallen, is 
fallen; and is become the habitation of 
devils and the hold of every unclean 
spirit and the hold of every unclean and 
hateful bird.’’ 

Yet this long era of 
mingled ignorance and wickedness God 
preserved an people who were 
faithful witnesses, often unto death, for 
Him and his Son Jesus our Saviour. 
Not only were these found among the 
Lollards, Poor men of 
Lyons, Waldenses and other sects, but 
individuals like the venerable Bede, 
St. Bernard, Thomas A. Kempis, Huss, 
Jerome and others, shone with ‘‘lamps 
trimmed and burning,”’ 


throughout 


elect 


Albigenses, 


all the brighter 

because of the surrounding darkness. 
Next appears in the drama of the 

Church’s history that which Protestants 
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call the Reformation, largely confined 
as to time to the years of the sixteenth 
century. This involved the exodus of 
large bodies of Christians from the 
mother Church, the Papacy. 

But it must not be thought that no 
dross of the Purple and Scarlet Woman 
attached itself to the pure gold of the 
primitive faith, love and righteous living 
which so much characterized this great 
religious movement and revival. 

We shall expose to view this dross 
when in the next chapter we speak of 
the daughters and granddaughters of the 
Purple and Scarlet Woman. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


The Crucified New Testament. 

Mr. Isaac Lafleur of Marlboro, Mass., 
in a letter in ’4urore (Montreal) of 
July 28, states the following infamous 
facts : 

‘* Twenty-six miles west of Boston, in 
the pretty little town of Marlboro, Mass., 
there is also a Golgotha on which a 
New Testament was crucified a short 
time ago. 

‘* The reader will not be surprised to 
learn that M. le Cure, the leader of our 
French Canadian race, was the great 
Caiaphas on the occasion. One Felix 
Dubois listened to the voice of this tyr- 
ant by nailing to his doorpost a New 
Testament oi the French Version, ap- 
proved by the Roman Church in 1701, 
but condemned by M. le Cure in 1894. 

‘*] have in my possession this small 
sacred volume—an emblem of the cruci- 
fixion of our beloved Saviour. The exe- 
cutioners used three large nails to nail 
the Son of God to the tree. In like 
manner, though, perhaps, without 
meaning it, he who nailed the Word of 
the Son of God to the wall did so with 
three large nails. 


‘This New Testament was crucified 


between the first and eighteenth of 
June, 1894, in Maple street, in the town 
of Marlboro, Mass.”’ 


T. F. 








